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INTRODUCTION


This is the fifth in a series of sermons on the parables of Jesus. Remember, a parable is a story about a simple, common subject with a spiritual meaning or application. Jesus used parables to help His followers to understand spiritual truth. Those who were not His followers would not understand the real meaning of His stories. Parables are NOT allegories, or stories in which details are important. Parables point out one main idea or truth, and the details are important only as they aid the main idea. Let us consider this parable.

I.
THE TWO ACTORS


1.   The Pharisee


(1) Known for Keeping the Law (the Torah)


(2) Known for Legalistic Interpretation of the Law (No Mercy or Compassion)


2.   The Publican


(1) Known for Cooperating with Their Own Enemies (the Romans)


(2) Known for Cheating Their Own People (Overcharging on Taxes)

II.
THE TWO ATTITUDES


1.   The Pride of the Pharisee 


(1) Did Not Recognize His Spiritual Condition (Compared Self to Others)


(2) Did Not Recognize God’s Holiness (Thought Only of His Own Works)


2.   The Humility of the Publican


(1) Recognized God’s Holiness (Would Not Even Lift His Eyes Toward Heaven)


(2) Recognized His Spiritual Condition (A Sinner Unworthy of God’s Presence)

III.
THE TWO ASSESSMENTS


1.   The Proud Pharisee


(1) Went home as he came


(2) Went home to be humbled by God


2.   The Humble Publican



(1) Went home justified before God



(2) Went home exalted by God

CONCLUSION


The meaning of the parable is clear. Attitude is the key to our prayer life and our relationship with God. Pride separates from God; humility reflects the need for Him. Pride looks down on others; humility looks up to God. Pride sees only one’s “righteousness”; humility sees only one’s unworthiness. Pride leads to a fall (and humiliation); humility leads to justification (and exaltation). The proud see no reason for humility; the humble see no reason for pride. Thus, the proud go away from God to their own destruction! The humble go home with God to their own exaltation.


Which are you: proud or humble? Today, I want you to come into God’s presence and look into His holiness! Look into the eyes of God and see His purity! Look into His heart and see His perfect love! Then, you will see yourself for what you really are—unworthy, sinful, in need of humbling yourself before Almighty God. Like the Publican, cry out to God, “Have mercy on me, a sinner.”


Illustration: Seeing Black and White

