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INTRODUCTION


This sermon is the third in a series of sermons on the parables of Jesus. It is a parable of a father and two sons, although it is traditionally called “the parable of the prodigal son.” A parable is a story about a simple, common subject with a spiritual meaning or application. Jesus used parables to help His followers to understand spiritual truth. Parables are NOT allegories, or stories in which details are important. Parables point out one main idea or truth, and the details are important only as they aid the main idea. Let us examine this parable.

I. 
THE REBELLIOUS CHILDREN

1. The Younger Son (vv. 11-24)

(1) He wanted what was not right for him to have (inheritance).

(2) He wanted what was not good for him to have (party life).

(3) He wanted what was not available to him in the world (love, joy, and peace).

He wasted his inheritance and some valuable years of his life. When he “came to his senses,” he decided to return home and offer to be a hired servant. He realized that he was unworthy of his father’s love.

2. The Older Son (vv. 25-32)

(1) He did not appreciate what he had (inheritance).

(2) He did not appreciate whom he was with (father).

(3) He did not appreciate his brother’s return (unconcerned about others).

Although remaining in the home, he was as rebellious as his brother. He refused to accept his relationship with his brother and called him “this son of yours.” 

II.
THE LOVING FATHER

1. His Love for the Sons (In Spite of Their Actions) 

(1) He loved the younger son and watched for him.

(2) He loved the older son and encouraged him.

2. His Acceptance of the Sons (In Spite of Their Past)

(1) He accepted the younger son and welcomed him.

(2) He accepted the older son and educated him (“this brother of yours”).


The father loved and accepted his children in spite of their rebellious actions. The father was not nearly so interested in their past as he was in their present (and future). He was willing to forgive and forget the past. 

CONCLUSION


The meaning of this parable is clear. The rebellious children represent you and me, lost and not fulfilling God’s will, God’s plan for our lives. The loving father represents the Heavenly Father and His undying love for us. He watches for us, waits patiently for us, and welcomes us when we finally come to our senses and come to Him. He is ready and willing to forgive and forget our past in order to give us life in the present and an eternal inheritance. What a great and glorious God we serve! Illustration: “A Man Called Bobby Lee”

