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INTRODUCTION


Today, we will consider the parable of the sower and the soils. Remember, a parable is a story about a simple, common subject with a spiritual meaning or application. Jesus used parables to help His followers to understand spiritual truth. Those who were not His followers would not understand the real meaning of His stories. Parables are NOT allegories, or stories in which details are important. Parables point out one main idea or truth, and the details are important only as they aid the main idea. This parable today can have different meanings for different groups.

I. 
THE MEANING FOR THE UNBELIEVER (THE SOILS/HEARERS)

1. What the Parable Does/Does Not Teach

(1) It does not teach that God hardens the hearts of the hearers!

(2) It does teach that hearers become deaf through repeated turning away!

2. What the Parable Means for the Hearer

(1) As the seed can bring forth life, so the Gospel can bring forth salvation.

(2) As there are different kinds of soils, so there are different kinds of hearers.

(3) As the quality of growth varies, so the quality of response varies.

(4) As the good soil is fruitful, so the doer (not the hearer) becomes fruitful.


The main point of this parable from the point of view of the unbeliever is that the response of the hearer is what is important to becoming a child of God and being productive in God’s Kingdom. Therefore, be careful to hear, understand, and act!

II.
THE MEANING FOR THE BELIEVER (THE SOWER/DISCIPLER)

1. What the Parable Does/Does Not Teach

(1) It does not teach that people will be saved even if no one shares the Gospel.

(2) It does teach that some people will be saved if we share the Gospel.

2. What the Parable Means for the Discipler

(1) If we share the Gospel, some will not respond at all.

(2) If we share the Gospel, some will respond with shallow emotionalism.

(3) If we share the Gospel, some will respond with “fair-weather” commitment.

(4) If we share the Gospel, some will commit their lives and become disciplers.


The main point of this parable from the point of view of the believer is that the sower will have a harvest. It may take time, and there may be many obstacles. However, there will be a harvest. Therefore, do not quit! Keep sowing the seed of the Gospel!

CONCLUSION


Jesus encourages us believers to be faithful to share the Gospel with the unbelievers. Believers, like farmers, should learn how to do the best job of planting the seed. We should be willing to train: to learn how to prepare the hearer to receive the seed, to learn how to plant, to learn how to improve the chances for the seed to grow. Let us go forth and plant!

Jesus warns the unbelievers to listen carefully, that that they alone are responsible for what they hear and decide to do. If you are an unbeliever, you are responsible to understand and act upon the Word you hear. You are responsible to become a productive hearer of the Word. Today, hear the Word of the Lord, believe in Him, and commit your life to Him. You are responsible for your eternal destiny! Not God! He has already done His part in Jesus Christ on the cross. Not your preacher! He is responsible to preach the Word. Not your parents! They are responsible to love and teach you about Jesus. You, and you alone, decide where you will spend eternity!
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