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INTRODUCTION 

The famous Greek philosopher Socrates said that we should know ourselves. That was true in his day; and it is even truer in our modern, self-centered world. We all need to understand who and what we are. It will enable us to have a proper evaluation of ourselves in this ego-inflated generation. Paul gives us some keen insight.

I.
WE ARE ALL WORLDLY TO SOME EXTENT (vv. 1-4).

1. We are infants, or spiritual babies, when compared to Christ.

2. We need milk, not meat, so that we can grow.

II.
WE ARE ALL NOTHING, BUT GOD IS EVERYTHING (vv. 5-7).

1. We work—together.

2. God makes things happen.

III.
WE ARE ALL REWARDED FOR OUR EFFORTS (v. 8).


1.   We have one purpose—to labor together to do God’s will.


2.   God will reward us according to our labors.

IV.
WE ARE ALL THAT WE ARE BECAUSE OF GOD (v.9).


1.   We are God’s fellow-laborers, God’s field, and God’s building.


2.   God works with us, makes us fruitful, and lives within us to build us up.

CONCLUSION 

Realizing that we are all in the process of maturing, or becoming more like Jesus, we must understand that anything good that we do or anything good that we become is directly attributable to God.


We need to understand who we are! If we do, others will be able to tell who we are also. Illustration: A photographer for a national magazine was assigned to take pictures of a raging forest fire. He was told that at the local airport a small plane would be waiting to take him up. He got to the airstrip just before sundown, and sure enough, there was a small Cessna waiting. He jumped in with his equipment and shouted, “Let’s go!” The man sitting in the pilot’s seat swung the plane into the wind and soon they were flying erratically through the air.


“Fly over the north side of the fire,” said the photographer, “and make several low-level passes.” “Why?” asked the pilot. “Because I’m going to take pictures!” yelled the photographer. “That's what photographers do!” The pilot replied, “You mean—you’re not the flight instructor?”


Like these two persons, if you mistake others for something they are not and follow them and their advice, you may end up in a disaster. We need to understand who we are so that others will know who we are! We need to recognize others for who and what they are so that we will not follow them into danger or listen to their bad advice. Do you understand who you are in Christ! Do you understand that without Christ we are all nothing? Let us commit our way unto the Lord so that He can make us who and what He wants us to be.
