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INTRODUCTION


A few years ago, a woman came to Seoul from Rochester, NY, to do research for a book about women who give up children for adoption. I was intrigued by her subject and was invited to go with her into the red light district, or the area where prostitution was commonplace and advertised along the street. It was my first and only venture into such an area. That night, I wrote a poem that I want to read to you: “The Meat Market.”

Mary Magdalene was a woman whose life had been wrecked by bad choices and quite possibly had become a prostitute, something much in the news nowadays. The Scriptures report that she had seven demons residing within her. Is there any hope for such a person? Is it possible for her to begin again? Indeed, can we start over again?

I.
LIFE CAN BEGIN AGAIN IF A PERSON IS WILLING!


1.   If a person is willing to confront failure.


      (1) A person needs to admit that he or she has failed.

      (2) A person needs to confess that sin unto Almighty God.

      
2.   If a person is willing to overcome failure.

      (1) A person can overcome failure by being delivered from sin.

      (2) A person can overcome failure by trusting in Jesus Christ as Savior.

For Mary Magdalene, life began again as she was gloriously delivered from her life of sin and as she was delivered from the seven demons that possessed and ravaged her body and her life.
II.
WHEN LIFE BEGINS AGAIN, EXPECT NEGATIVE THINGS TO HAPPEN!


1.   Expect some evil folk to stand in your way (see Acts 16:16-24, esp. v. 19)!


      (1) Some will not want you to change.


      (2) Some will not want to lose the money they make because of you.


2.   Expect some religious folk to stand in your way (see Luke 7:36-50, esp. v.39)!


      (1) Some will not want you to come and be a part of church life.

                  (2) Some will not want you to come because they will consider you to be evil.

Satan and his forces of evil will not want a person to start life again. Satan wants you to be just the way you are. Similarly, evil people want you to continue to be evil with them! They enjoy being evil with you! They will resist the change they see in you.

III.
WHEN LIFE BEGINS AGAIN, EXPECT POSITIVE THINGS TO HAPPEN!


1.   Expect some wonderful things to happen in your life.


      (1) You will want to be with Jesus—at the cross (His death)!


      (2) You will want to be with Jesus—at the tomb (His resurrection)!



2.   Expect some wonderful revelations to happen in your life.

(1) You will want to obey the resurrected Lord who reveals Himself and commissions you to serve Him.

      (2) You will want to help, support, and care for those disciples that are faithful.

Jesus will reveal Himself to those who start life over again! He loves and encourages those who start life over again. He strengthens and leads those who start life over again! Jesus wants you to start life over again. He stands ready to receive you today!

CONCLUSION


Like Mary Magdalene, are you desperate to start life over again? If you are, the good news is that God can help you to start over. He is ready and waiting for you to invite His Son into your life. Oh, how He wants to come in and make your life new! Confess your sinful failures and invite Jesus Christ into your heart and life right now. Illustration
THE MEAT MARKET




They huddled in their bright attire





With faces freshly painted.




They sat on floors in alleys filled





With rooms “to get acquainted.”




Their eyes revealed blank, empty stares





And soiled humiliation.




I grieved to think of dreams displaced





By sordid expectation.




Their pain strikes deep, straight to the soul,





Their spirits unattended.




Their friends and fam’lies cursed their fates,





No love for them pretended.




Alone, in isolation’s cell,





They face lust’s degradation




With none to care, or challenge bring





To culture’s segregation.




It’s like a market where you buy





Some meat to match your hunger,




But steals the heart and soul of those





Who meet in fleshly plunder.




When will a prophet’s voice cry out





In moral indignation?




Will you rise up and be the one





Providing inspiration?




Why must they wait another day,





Await another savior?




We all must act to save our souls,





Forgiving past behavior.
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Pumpkin, Being a Christian is like a

A lady had recently given her life to Christ and had been baptized.  One of her co-workers asked her what it was like to be a Christian.

She was caught off guard and didn't know how to answer, but when she looked up she saw a jack-o'-lantern on the desk and answered:  "It's like being a pumpkin". The worker asked her to explain that one.

"Well, God picks you from the patch, brings you in and washes off all the dirt on the outside that you got from being around all the other pumpkins. Then he cuts off the top and takes all the yucky stuff out from inside.  He removes all those seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc. Then he carves you a new smiling face and puts his light inside of you to shine for all to see."

