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INTRODUCTION


Many supposed intellectuals through the centuries have ridiculed the story of Jonah and the great fish. They believe (and rightly so) that it is impossible for a person to survive in a fish’s belly for three days and three nights. I agree that it is impossible. I am quite sure that no one could survive in such adverse circumstances. I am also quite sure that the story is real, for Jesus mentions it as a real event. Let us see what Jesus has to say about this story.

I.
JESUS AFFIRMS THE SANCTITY OF THE STORY OF JONAH

1. The Assumptions of Jesus

(1) He assumes that His listeners are familiar with the story of Jonah.

(2) He assumes the validity of the story of Jonah.

2. The Acceptance of Jesus

(1) He accepts the validity of the story of Jonah without questioning it.

(2) He accepts the story as a real event, and no one questions or debates it.

3. The Authority of Jesus

(1) He is incarnate God, co-author of the Scriptures, the living Word of God.

(2) He validates the Old Testament story of Jonah as the written Word of God.

Jesus accepted the story of Jonah as a real story with real meaning. He treated it as the very Word of God, not as some fable told for the amusement of children.

II.
JESUS AFFIRMS THE SYMBOLISM OF THE STORY OF JONAH

1. The Sign of Jonah for Old Testament Saints

(1) Jonah was a sign to the Israelites that God’s love was for all people.

(2) Jonah was a sign to all people that God will not tolerate sin indefinitely.

2. The Sign of Jonah for New Testament Sinners

(1) Jesus, like Jonah, delivers God’s message to a sinful people.

(2) Jesus, like Jonah, makes it possible for man to experience the love of God.

3. The Sign of Jonah for New Testament Seekers

(1) Jonah spent three days and nights in the depths of the sea while in the fish.

(2) Similarly, Jesus shall spend three days and nights in the heart of the earth.

Jesus realized the symbolic significance of Jonah’s experience.  He compared His own death and burial to the watery grave of Jonah in the belly of the huge fish.

III.
JESUS AFFIRMS THE SALVATION IN THE STORY OF JONAH

1. The Judgment of Every Generation

(1) Every generation must realize that there will be a judgment.

(2) Every generation shall stand in judgment before Almighty God.

2. The Judgment by the Ninevites

(1) The Ninevites are proof that those who repent and believe shall be saved.

(2) The Ninevites are proof that the worst of sinners may be saved.

3. The Judgment by Opportunity

(1) The Ninevites repented even though all they had was an angry Jonah.

(2) The Israelites refused to repent even though they had a loving Jesus.

The Ninevites believed the lowly Jonah who came to them with anger, hatred, and a bad attitude. The Jews had one greater than Jonah—one who loved them, but they refused to repent. Jesus said they shall be judged by the Ninevites for their folly.
CONCLUSION


We have what the Israelites in Jesus’ day did not have: We have both events to compare. We can see the reality of what Jesus said about spending three days and nights in the grave, just as Jonah spent three days and nights in the belly of the huge fish. We know the truth. We know Jesus is the living Word of God and that He affirms the written Word of God. What have you done about it? Have you repented of sin? Have you given your life to Him? Or are you like the woman caught in a snowstorm following a snowplow (Illustration)?

