GOD’S STEADFAST LOVE FOR THE UNLOVELY

Jonah 4:1-11

Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


In the Book of Jonah, God demonstrates His great love for Jonah by sparing his life and calling him back into ministry. He also demonstrates his love for the lost—even the vicious pagans of Assyria. Then, here in the last chapter, God demonstrates His great love even for the unlovely. Such is Jonah the prophet. Let us examine this last chapter.

I.
AN UNJUST JONAH (vv. 1-3, 5)

1. An Unjust Judgment of God (v. 1)

(1) He is happy that God is merciful to Him (see Chapter 2).

(2) He is unhappy that God is merciful to the Ninevites.

2. An Unjust Justification of Himself (v. 2)

(1) He justifies his running away because of God’s mercy and compassion.

(2) He justifies his running away because of God’s love for the penitent.

3. An Unjust Judgment for Himself (v. 3)

(1) He asks God to let him die rather than see his message unfulfilled.

(2) He asks God to let him die rather than see them live in God’s blessings.

4. An Unjust Judgment for His Enemies (v. 5)

(1) He refused to rejoice in their repentance.

(2) He waited on a hillside to see if judgment would fall.

Jonah is an example of an unlovely person, an unlovely believer! He is the kind of person that gives believers a bad reputation in the world. Yet, God loves him!
II.
A JUST JEHOVAH (vv. 4, 6-11)

1. A Just Maker (v. 4)

(1) God asks Jonah a question to make him examine the cause of his anger.

(2) God asks Jonah if he has a right to be angry.

2. A Just Message—in Symbol (vv. 6-8)

(1) God, in His loving mercy, provides a vine to give shade, a worm that eats and kills the vine, and a scorching east wind that causes Jonah discomfort.

(2) God, in His loving mercy, provides these things in order to teach Jonah.

3. A Just Message—in Word (vv. 9-10)

(1) God reminds Jonah of Jonah’s concern about the death of the vine.

(2) God reminds Jonah about God’s concern over the deaths of 120,000 innocent children, not to mention the cattle?

4. A Just Mercy (v. 11)

(1) God loves His creation and desires to show His mercy everyday.

(2) God loves His creation and desires to show His love everyday.

Although His messenger Jonah may not be merciful, God is a glorious, merciful God. Were it not so, we would all perish! Thank God for His steadfast love!
CONCLUSION

What a mighty God we serve! What great love! What mercy! Oh that we might learn to not only enjoy His love and mercy, but also to share that love and mercy with others—even our enemies! Do not be like Jonah and think that God’s love is only for you and people like you. God’s love and mercy are for everyone who will receive it!

Illustration of the importance of sharing God’s love (young boy and Bible teacher)

