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INTRODUCTION


In our study of the book of Jonah, we have discovered how that nationalism and prejudice can go hand in hand to impact negatively our service to God. Because of his intense love for his nation of Israel and his intense hatred for her main enemy, the Assyrians, he refuses to go to Nineveh to preach God’s message. Fleeing in the opposite direction, Jonah thinks he can escape his duty. Yet, in His love for Jonah, God takes unusually drastic steps to bring him back: a violent storm; a great fish, and three days and nights in the belly of the great fish. Finally, Jonah cries out to God for help and returns to where he can be useful in God’s Kingdom once more. That brings us to Jonah 3.

I.
A RENEWED CALLING (v. 1)

1. A Second Calling

2. A Second Chance

II.
A RENEWED COMMITMENT (v. 2)

1. A Commitment to Go to Nineveh (Obedience to God)

2. A Commitment to Preach to Nineveh (Destruction is coming.)

III.
A RENEWED PEOPLE (vv. 5-9)

1. A Repentant People (The people believed God, and all fasted and prayed.)

2. A Repentant King (The king believed God, and he fasted and prayed.)

(1) He determined to turn from evil ways and from violence—vv. 7-8.

(2) He determined to repent and seek God’s mercy—lest they perished (v. 9).

IV.
A RENEWED HOPE (v. 10)

1. God’s Loving Forgiveness of the Repentant

2. God’s Loving Acceptance and Blessing of the Repentant

CONCLUSION


God is a God who loves and wants all to come to repentance and faith. He sends messengers to warn even the most wretched sinners of impending doom. He then waits for them (and us) to repent and turn to Him in faith. If we do, He then forgives and accepts and blesses. God is also a God who gives second chances to His people, as with Jonah. He desires that His children live in His will, and He gives us second chances to live in His love and His blessings. 

Are you without Christ in your life today? Why not repent of your disobedience, of your going your own way, and turn to God today by trusting in Jesus Christ as your personal Savior and Lord? God is a merciful God who loves the lost. If you, as a child of God, have wandered away from Him, why not take this second chance to come back to Him and allow Him to restore unto you the joy of His salvation? God is a merciful God who loves even the disobedient child. Turn to Him and begin living according to His will, His plan for your life.
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