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INTRODUCTION


As I become more mature (older), I notice that I am having more difficulty hearing in certain settings. It concerns me that I may someday be unable to hear the beautiful sounds of nature. Not to hear the birds, not to hear the ocean surf, not to hear beautiful music, not to hear my wife’s voice—all of these things would cause me pain if I could no longer hear them. 


A greater loss would be to lose the ability to hear the voice of God. This is the problem of the folk in our text. They are in need of spiritual ear surgery. Stephen, facing certain death, is full of the Holy Spirit of God. He looks toward Heaven and sees the glory of God. He also sees Jesus, standing at the right hand of God. The people would listen no more!

I. 
THEY COVERED THEIR EARS 

1. They refused to hear anything.

2. They refused to listen to the truth.

3. They refused to listen for fear of the truth.

Men and women who are mature have no reason to fear the truth. The truth will set them free if they listen with discernment. However, these people would not listen to what Stephen was saying. They would rather listen to lies than listen to his words!

II.
WHY THEY DID NOT WANT TO LISTEN

1. His words accused them of hardness of heart (having a stony heart).

2. His words accused them of not listening to God’s messengers.

3. His words accused them of murdering God’s messengers (prophets and Jesus). 

Stephen’s words were highly inflammatory. He told them the truth, even though they did not want to listen. He would tell them the truth—even if it meant his own death. 

III.
WHAT THEY WERE WILLING TO DO TO STOP THE TRUTH SPEAKER

1. Violent anger caused them to try to out-shout him, but they could not.

2. They rushed him, took him by force, and dragged him out of the city to kill him.

3. They viciously stoned him to death.

Some people resort to shouting, some to name-calling, some to ridicule, others to violent force. These folk were religious radicals who would not listen to the truth. They could not defeat the speaker with reason, with loudness, or with anything less than violent force. Thus, they covered their ears and killed the one who was speaking the truth that could save them and their very souls.

CONCLUSION


Some people will turn away if you speak the truth of God. Some will try to out-shout you so that they cannot hear your words. Some will call you names and ridicule you. But there are some out there in this world who will resort to violent force to be rid of your voice. Will you speak courageously anyway? Will you, like Stephen, be willing to tell others about Jesus Christ—even if it means facing death? Will you speak out the truth? 


Does it seem too costly to speak God’s message? Was Stephen’s death a total waste?  Remember Paul? He was there listening to these words and seeing the glorious death of the first martyr for Jesus Christ. Remember that Paul later became a believer and the greatest missionary of all time. On the road to Damascus, Paul would hear Jesus say to him, “It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” The goad that kept stirring his conscience was likely the message and the dying words of Stephen. He could not forget! He could not forget! He heard those words again and again! He could not get them out of his mind or out of his heart. Cover his ears though he may try, he could not escape the truth contained in them! Finally, when Jesus appeared to him, he became a believer. 

We also never know the results of our telling others about Jesus! We never know what that person that we win to Christ may become. Illustration: Mordecai Ham and a Revival 

Let us boldly proclaim Jesus Christ!
