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INTRODUCTION


The eye is the window to God’s creation, the world. What do we see with our eyes—good or bad? Do we see God at work; or do we see a mechanical world? Satan seeks initially to distract us and finally to blind us lest we see the truth. In 2 Corinthians 4:4, Paul writes, “The god of this age [Satan] has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” If Satan can blind our eyes to the truth and to the good, he can control and, ultimately, destroy us. How does he go about trying to blind us? Let us examine how Satan blinded Samson and others.

I. THE BLINDING OF SAMSON 

1. He was blinded by love.

(1) He fell in love with the wrong person—a pagan woman named Delilah.

(2) He fell in love for the wrong reason—physical attraction rather than spiritual.

2. He was blinded by sin. 

(1) He was more concerned about Delilah’s presence than God’s presence.

(2) He was unaware that the Holy Spirit of God had departed from him.

3. He was blinded by hatred.

(1) He hated the Philistine soldiers.

(2) He hated the Philistine culture.

Satan was able to take a great man, a man with great skills and power, and blind him by love for the wrong person, by sinning against God and self, and by hatred of his enemies. Once Satan had blinded Samson spiritually and psychologically, he was able to blind him physically. Samson was a defeated man, blinded by Satan.

II. THE BLINDING OF OTHERS

1. Some have been blinded by prejudice.

(1) Many Jews were prejudiced against the gentiles—e.g., Jonah and Peter.

(2) Many folk today are prejudiced against one group or another. 

2. Some have been blinded by short memory (2 Peter 1:9).

(1) We forget the emptiness of the past and desire to repeat the meaninglessness.

(2) We forget the pain of the past and desire to repeat the suffering.

3. Some have been blinded by misinterpretation of the Word of God (2 Cor. 3:14).

(1) Satan keeps us confused so that we do not act upon what we hear.

(2) Satan keeps us looking at the confusion of others trying to apply God’s Word.

Satan tries to keep us distracted, yes blinded, through prejudice, short memory, and through misinterpretation of the Word of God. He is busy attacking us in many ways—all for the purpose of blinding us lest we come to the Glorious Savior.

CONCLUSION


What can we do when we are blinded by Satan? Is there any hope? Or are we blinded forever? Samson came to see the truth—although he remained physically blind. Jonah and Peter saw the truth, as God opened their eyes so that they might see and do His will. Remember, in the first message that Jesus ever preached, He said that part of His ministry was “recovery of sight for the blind” (see Luke 4:18-19). It was a part of His mission to restore sight to the blinded eye. Although He gave physical sight to the blinded eye (Matthew 9 and 12; Mark 8; and John 9), He came to give spiritual sight to the spiritually blinded eye. 


An old man was riding a train on a hot, miserable day. Every now and then, he would say, “Wonderful!” “Marvelous!” Others were miserable and asked him how he could be so happy. He said, “I have just had eye surgery and can see for the first time since childhood.” Like that old man, would you like to see the beauty of life again? Jesus can restore sight.  

