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INTRODUCTION


I have previously preached about the conscience, which is formed in childhood by the teachings of parents and other significant adults. Ultimately, a good conscience is to be formed by the teachings of the Word of God by the agency of the Holy Spirit. The Bible also speaks of a hardened heart, a stony heart. It is a heart that has become hardened by sinful living, by careless living, by lack of spiritual exercise. Such a faulty heart is unable to pump spiritual blood to the spiritual muscles, and the person begins to die. The text was written while the children of Israel were in exile because of their rebellion against God. The prophets had warned them, but they had continued in sin. Finally, God sent punishment through the Assyrians, the Egyptians, and the Babylonians. They were taken into captivity. Why? Their hearts were hardened. Their spirits had died. Yet, God would call them back unto Himself. 

I. WHAT GOD PROMISED (v. 17)

1. God is a sanctuary for His people wherever they are.

2. God will gather His people out of all the nations.

3. God will deliver them to a land of their own.

God expects His people to remove all false gods. He expects them to remove all distractions and hindrances. There must be no barrier to faith and faithfulness. This reminds me of our election—our call to be a Child of God with a heavenly home.  

II.        WHAT GOD GIVES (v. 19)
1. He gives an undivided heart to His people (unity).

2. He puts a new spirit in His people (the Holy Spirit).

3. He gives them a heart of flesh (a new creation).

God changes our hearts from a heart of stone to a heart of flesh. He makes us spiritually alive in Christ. He gives us an earthly home—the church—united in Him. He places His Holy Spirit within us and enables us to know and do His will. This reminds me of our salvation—the new creation in Christ.

III. WHAT GOD DEMANDS (v. 20)

1. We must follow God’s Decrees (the Prophetic Word: “Thus says the Lord”).

2. We must be careful to keep God’s laws (the Mosaic Law).

3. We must live the faith.

God demands that we know and do His will. Ignorance is no excuse. He has given us His Spirit to guide and empower us for faithful living. This reminds me of our sanctification—of living the Christian life and becoming more like Jesus. 

CONCLUSION


When sin enters our lives and kills the spirit, how will we respond to the call of God? If we will not respond to God, then we will receive the reward we deserve for our rebellious deeds. God will bring upon us what WE have chosen—not what God intended for us to have!

If we will respond to God’s call, if we will give our lives to Christ, and if we will seek to grow daily in our spiritual life, God will give us new life. He will not simply resuscitate us. He will do radical surgery on us! He will give us a heart transplant! He will take out the defective stony heart and replace it with a healthy heart of flesh. Then, we will be called “the people of God.” We will be His people! He will be our God!

Many years ago, Dr. Christian Barnard performed the world’s first heart transplant. The man, who was surely going to die, received a new heart that kept him alive for more than a year. His life was lengthened, but only for a while! Many transplants have been done since then. Some have lived a fairly normal life for several years. However, they all have or will ultimately die. Not so with God’s transplant! If God gives you a new heart, you will live forever—in Heaven! I invite you to come to the Great Physician today and be made whole.
