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INTRODUCTION


The Church has had some great days throughout history: the birth of Jesus Christ, Pentecost, persecution, and Paul’s conversion. Today, we are going to consider the sending out of the first missionaries—the first of many to go into all the world. You would expect the first missionaries to come from the Jerusalem church. Right? Wrong! They were sent out by the church at Antioch, in Syria. Yes, Syria! This day in Acts 13:3 was certainly a great day!

I. THE BEGINNING OF THE MISSIONS MOVEMENT (Acts 13)

1. God calls.

(1) “I have called them.”

(2) God sets people apart for specific work.

2. Paul and Barnabas respond.

(1) They recognized the Will of God.

(2) They were obedient to the Will of God.

3. The Church sends.

(1) The Church was a worshipping Church.

(2) The Church was a witnessing Church.

The Church grew and spread throughout the world because of faithful churches sending out missionaries. BUT the Church became complacent and satisfied. It failed to carry out its missionary purpose. Centuries later, God would call again!

II. THE REBIRTH OF THE MISSIONS MOVEMENT (1792)

1. God calls.

(1) God called a man to go on mission for Him.

(2) God called him to go to India to preach the Gospel.

2. William Carey responds.

(1) He recognized God’s Will: “Yonder in India is a gold mine.” 

(2) He was obedient to God’s Will: “I will descend and dig.”

3. The Church sends.

(1) At first, Church leaders ridiculed him and refused to send him to India.

(2) But his fervency of spirit and dedication convinced the Church leaders to “hold the ropes” so that he could “descend and dig” in the India gold mine.

From that glorious rebirth in 1792, the Modern Missions Movement continues to thrive even to the present time. And that brings us to our final consideration.

III. THE CONTINUATION OF THE MISSIONS MOVEMENT (Today)

1. God still calls.

2. Believers still have to respond.

3. Churches still have to send.

The only qualifications for being a missionary are (1) you must be a believer, (2) you must recognize the Will of God for your life, and (3) you must be obedient to the Will of God. Thousands of people have responded to God’s call and thousands more will.

CONCLUSION


If God calls you to go on mission for Him, will you respond positively? Will you be a missionary? Like Paul and Barnabas and like William Carey, are you really willing to go? 


If God calls you to be a missionary to some far away country, I encourage you to do it! Begin preparing now! How? By being on mission for God where you live, where you work, where you are. If He is not calling you to missions, He IS calling you to pray for and support those He does call. If we obey, it will be another great day in the life of the Church!

