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INTRODUCTION


Did you ever hear someone say, “I don’t feel guilty—not one little bit! I have a clear conscience”? Yet, you knew that the person should feel guilt because of his/her actions. How do you explain this radical difference? Should the person feel guilty? Or are you making an issue out of something that is not really wrong? How can we explain the differences between one person’s conscience and that of another? Does the conscience come from God? How does the conscience form? I propose to answer many of these questions today.

I. HOW A CONSCIENCE IS FORMED 

1. The Formation of Conscience

(1) It is formed in the early years of life; we are not born with a conscience!

(2) It is a result of the teachings of parents and other significant adults.

(3) When adults say “No!” they are training the child about right and wrong.

(4) Children internalize these “no” responses into a conscience.

(5) Good parents train the conscience well; bad parents train it poorly.

2. The Formation of a Poorly-trained Conscience

(1) Parents set standards too low; the child feels no guilt (Ex.—Text).

(2) Parents set standards too high; the child always feels guilty (Ex.—1 Cor. 8:7).

(3) Parents set inconsistent standards; the child is confused (may be socially sick).

Parents and other adults must be careful to send consistent, Biblically-correct signals to their child in order to form a proper conscience in that child. Otherwise, the child will likely become socially and spiritually sick. 

II. WHY A CONSCIENCE MAY BE CLEAR (WHEN A PERSON IS NOT INNOCENT)

1. Judging by a Poorly-formed Conscience

(1) Low standards mean the child will do many things others would not do.

(2) Low standards mean the child will not see some ungodly actions as wrong.

(3) Low standards mean the child will encourage others to have similar standards.

(4) Low standards mean the child will resist others who have higher standards.

2. Judging by a Dead Conscience (1 Timothy 4:2; see also Romans 1:18-32)

(1) When all standards are ignored, the person feels no guilt over sinful desires.

(2) When all standards are ignored, the person feels no shame from fulfilled lusts.

(3) When all standards are ignored, the person has a depraved mind.

Having a clear conscience does not mean a person is innocent. Rather, it may indicate a lack of a healthy conscience. The Holy Spirit operates upon our conscience to let us know when we are doing wrong. However, some do not know right from wrong; others have so sinned against God and themselves that conscience is dead! 
III. HOW TO HAVE A GENUINELY CLEAR CONSCIENCE (Hebrews 10:22-24)

1. “Draw near to God with a sincere heart.”

2. Have “full assurance of faith.”

3. Have a clean heart and body.

4. Hold to the hope in Jesus Christ.

5. Encourage one another to love and to do good deeds.

CONCLUSION


These actions will insure that you, as a Child of God, can have a genuinely clean conscience before God and before man. Do you have a clean conscience today? If not, confess your sins to God today and be cleansed in heart, mind, soul, and conscience. If you have a clean conscience, is it because of a faulty conscience or because of godly living?

