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INTRODUCTION

 
Our sermon today is the fourth of five on Ethics and Christian living. Ethics is the study of what we perceive as being good, or the study of right and wrong. Today’s sermon is about ethics and money. Question: Is money the root of all evil? What can we learn about ourselves when we examine our ethics in relationship to money?

I.
ETHICS AND MONEY: OUR TITHES 

1. Do you rob God?

2. Do you cheat yourself?

3. Do you cheat your nation?

4. Do you give reluctantly?

(See 2 Corinthians 9:7: “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”) 

II.
ETHICS AND MONEY: OUR OFFERINGS

1. Are you a good steward of ALL that God gives you?

(1) Do you spend it wisely on things that are necessary for your loved ones?

(2) Do you spend it selfishly on things you do not need without thought of 

      tomorrow? 

(3) Do you use it thoughtfully to help others who are less fortunate than you?

(4) Do you spend it diligently on things that will last or on things of the world that

 
you should not have?

2. What can we learn from our text in Malachi?

(1) God promises us a blessing greater than we can hold.

(2) God promises to open up the windows of heaven and pour out blessings.

(3) God promises us a blessing upon us personally if we will only test Him.

(4) God promises us a blessing upon our nation if we will only test Him.

3. What can we learn from the poor widow in Luke 21:1-4?

(1) We should give out of a grateful heart.

(2) We should give until it hurts—sacrificial giving.

(3) We should give until it helps others—meeting their needs.

(4) We should give until it helps us—makes us happy to give.

4. Are you enjoying the blessings of God because of good stewardship?

(See Luke 6:38: “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”)

CONCLUSION

We should practice Christian Ethics not only in our actions in our relationships with others and in the marketplace, but also when it comes to using our money. What we do with our money reveals who we truly are! Do your actions reveal a love for God or a love for self? Who comes first in your life? Do your actions reveal a love for things? What comes first in your life? “Seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness!”


Illustration: A new pastor riding a city bus and his decision about returning an extra quarter to the bus driver

