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INTRODUCTION

Our sermon today is the second of five sermons on Ethics and Christian living. We have previously defined ethics as the study of what we perceive as being good, or the study of right and wrong. For God’s people, the Bible determines what we say about ethics. Our text sets the stage for ethics and Christian living. In verse 3 of our text, we read: “It is God’s will that you should be sanctified.” “Sanctified” means set apart for divine use. Thus, Christian ethics demands that we be set apart for God’s use, and that we act according to His will. Let us examine ethics and our relationships by looking at the Ten Commandments of Moses, the Greatest Commandment of Jesus Christ, and the Love Chapter of Paul.

I.
ETHICAL RELATIONSHIPS AND THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 

OF MOSES (Exodus 20:3-17) 

1. Right Relationship with God (Commandment # 1)

2. Right Relationship with Parents (Commandment # 5)

3. Right Relationship with Others (Commandments # 6-10)

(1) Do not murder.

(2) Do not commit adultery.

(3) Do not steal.

(4) Do not lie about another person.

(5) Do not covet anything belonging to another person.

II.
ETHICAL RELATIONSHIPS AND THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT


OF JESUS CHRIST (Matthew 22:36-40)

1. Love God with all your heart, soul, and mind (upward dimension of relationship).

2. Love yourself (inward dimension of relationship).

3. Love your neighbor as yourself (outward dimension of relationship).

III.
ETHICAL RELATIONSHIPS AND THE LOVE CHAPTER 


OF PAUL (1 Corinthians 13:5-8)

1. Love in Action

(1) Love is patient.

(2) Love is kind.

(3) Love does not envy.

(4) Love does not boast and is not proud.

(5) Love is not rude 

(6) Love is not self-seeking, or self-centered.

2. Love in Attitude

(1) Love is not easily angered and keeps no record of wrongs.

(2) Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

(3) Love always protects, trusts, hopes, perseveres.

3. Love in Summary 

(1) Love never fails.

(2) Love never accepts defeat.

(3) Love seeks to change things for the better.

CONCLUSION


The purpose for being ethical in our relationships is obvious: “That our daily life may win the respect of outsiders.” We have to earn and maintain credibility before the unbelieving world. If we do not, how shall we influence the world to come to Jesus Christ? 


Illustration: Shakespeare’s Othello and Desdemona

