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INTRODUCTION 

Our sermon today is the first of five sermons on Ethics and Christian living. We must consider some questions: What does it mean to be ethical? What is “ethics”? In Biblical Faith and Social Ethics, E. Clinton Gardner writes, “Ethics may be defined as the critical study of morality. It consists of a systematic analysis of the nature of the moral life of man, including both the standards of right and wrong by which his conduct may be guided and the goods toward which it may be directed.” Thus, ethics is the study of what we perceive as being good, the study of right and wrong. For God’s people, the Bible determines what we say about ethics. Our text sets the stage for ethics and Christian living. In verse 3 of our text, we read: “It is God’s will that you should be sanctified.” “Sanctified” means set apart for divine use. Thus, Christian ethics demands that we be set apart for God’s use, and that we act according to His will. Let us examine God’s Word in this matter. 

I.
GOD’S EXHORTATION FOR ETHICAL LIVING

A. He calls us to holy living (Text—v. 7)

B. He calls us to walk honestly among unbelievers (Text—v. 12)

C. He calls us to walk honestly at all times. 

“Let us behave decently, as in the daylight, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in 

 sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy” (Romans 13:13).

D. He calls us to redeem the time—use it wisely. 

“Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most

of every opportunity, because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:15-16).

E. He calls us to walk the walk of Jesus Christ. 

“Whoever claims to live in him [God] must walk as Jesus walked” (1 John 2:6).

II.
GOD’S DEMANDS FOR ETHICAL LIVING

A. There are some don’ts of ethical living.

(1) Don’t play around with or yield to temptation.

(2) Don’t compromise sexually with the world (vv. 3-5).

(3) Don’t take advantage of another person (v. 6).

(4) Don’t rationalize, or justify, sinful living and thereby reject God (v. 8).

B. There are some do’s of ethical living.

(1) Do live in order to please God (v. 1).

(2) Do be sanctified and live a holy life (vv. 3, 7).

(3) Do love one another more and more (v. 9).

(4) Do make it your ambition to live a quiet life—by minding your own 

      business and working with your hands (v. 11).

CONCLUSION 

Life must be lived to the fullest and for the best. The Christian life demands that we know right from wrong and that we live and practice what is right and good. We must do so because God tells us to do so. We must do so because our loved ones and friends need to see us living a godly, ethical life. If we fail to live ethical, godly lives in front of our loved ones and friends, they may reject Jesus Christ and spend an eternity in hell. What a horrible price to pay for inconsistent living! Therefore, let us live a holy life before God, before our loved ones, and before our friends.


Illustration: Two men at a beach—one walking, the other stooping and throwing  

