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INTRODUCTION


For the last three weeks, we have been looking at what the people around the cross said while watching Jesus die. Some mocked Jesus and spoke truth about Him unknowingly. One actually expressed a saving faith in Him while hanging on the cross beside Him. Some spoke and acted in ways that fulfilled Scriptural prophecies. Today, we will consider the centurion, the captain of the 100 soldiers present. 

Let us examine the surprising circumstances and what he said about Jesus.

I. THE SURPRISING CIRCUMSTANCES

1. There was a surprising event in the sky—a darkness from noon until 3:00 P.M.

(1) Many explanations but little proof of what actually happened.

(2) Theological explanation: The sun could not shine while the true Source of all light was suffering and dying for our dark deeds.

2. There was a surprising event in the Temple—a tearing of the curtain in the Holy of Holies from top to bottom, a curtain made of ten layers of material.

(1) This curtain separated all mankind from God; only the High Priest could enter therein and only once a year on the Day of Atonement.

(2) Theological explanation: God tore the curtain and all could now come to Him. 

3. There was a surprising event on the earth—an earthquake.

(1) The earthquake was so severe that it split rocks.

(2) The earthquake broke tombs open with the usual horrible results.

4. There was a surprising event under the earth—a resurrection of the dead.

(1) “The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life.”

(2) “After Jesus’ resurrection, they . . . appeared to many people.”  

Of all of these surprising circumstances, the centurion was likely aware of only the darkness and the earthquake. The timing of these events alone was enough to make observers think seriously about the Person dying on the middle cross that day! What would you have thought if you had been present? Listen to the centurion!

II. THE SURPRISING CONFESSION

1. “Surely, this was a righteous man” (Luke).

(1) Jesus was a man; He lived and died like a man.

(2) Jesus was a righteous man—the only righteous man who lived a perfect life.

2. “Surely he was the Son of God” (Matthew; cf. Mark 15:39).

(1) He was a Son of God in a way similar to all others who are His disciples.

(2) He was a Son of God in a way similar to no others.

The centurion recognized that Jesus was a special person. The surprising events caused him to realize who and what Jesus was. We are not told whether he became a disciple. However, in moments of quiet reflection on what he saw that day, it is very likely that he would never be the same man again. 

CONCLUSION


Now, what about you? What do you think about these events? What do you think about Jesus? Is He just another man? Is He just another thief dying for His own sins? Or, is He the Son of God, the one true Righteous Man? Is He dying for your sins and mine? Is He the promised Messiah, the Savior of the World, the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords? What do YOU think about Jesus?




Jesus is standing at your heart’s door;




Standing and knocking, He’s knocked before!




This is the question you face once more:




What will you do with Jesus? 

