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INTRODUCTION


In the Gospels, we occasionally hear the writers say that Jesus did a certain thing in order to fulfil the Scriptures. Jesus was consciously aware that He was fulfilling all of the prophecies of the coming Messiah. He did nothing by accident or chance. However, the same cannot be said of the actions and words of those who watched Jesus die. They had no idea that they were fulfilling the Scriptures on that day. The soldiers watching Jesus die are no exception. They also fulfill the Scriptures (see Psalm 22:18). Let us see how they did it.

I. THE SOLDIERS FULFILLED THEIR SERVICE (WHAT THEY DID)

1. They crucified Jesus forcefully (no compassion in their actions).

(1) They were brutal.

(2) They were butchers.

2. They enforced the law faithfully (no complacency in their actions).

(1) They were obedient.

(2) They were orderly.

3. They divided the clothes fairly (no concern about their actions).

(1) They were casual.

(2) They were carefree.

In fulfilling their service for Caesar on that day, they were simply carrying out the orders given to them by their superiors. They were totally unaware of the significance of the event they were witnessing.

II. THE SOLDIERS FULFILLED THE SCRIPTURES (WHAT THEY SAID)

1. Their words were level-headed: “Let’s not tear it.”

(1) They saw the robe’s colorfulness.

(2) They saw the robe’s costliness

2. Their words were logical: “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”

(1) They played a game of chance.

(2) They played a game NOT by chance.

3. Their words were limited: They had no idea that their words and actions were fulfilling a Scriptural prophecy spoken nearly 1000 years before they were born.

(1) They did not know the Scriptures.

(2) They did not know the Savior.

Many people around the cross thought they were proving that Jesus was NOT the Messiah, the Promised Deliverer. But, in reality, they were proving that He truly was Messiah, the Savior of the World. Unknowingly, they were fulfilling the Scriptures. Yes, they were doing exactly the opposite of what they thought they were doing.

CONCLUSION


Whether by the chance actions of others or by His own purposeful design, Jesus Christ fulfilled the Scriptural prophecies of the coming Messiah as Deliverer and Savior. Jesus also fulfilled the role of the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53 by dying for the sins of others. Jewish religious leaders had separated these two roles into the roles of two persons. They did not understand that the Messiah would have two comings and fulfill both roles.

Yes, Jesus came to suffer, to die for you and for me. He did it so that we might have forgiveness of sin. He did it in fulfillment of the Scriptures. And, Dear Friends, someday Jesus is coming again. This second time He will come as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He will take His followers to live with Him forever in Heaven. And, again, He will do this in fulfillment of the Scriptures. Do you believe it? If you really believe Jesus is coming again, what are you doing about it?

