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INTRODUCTION


Last Sunday, we talked about what the passersby and the religious rulers said while they were watching Jesus die. The passersby misunderstood the teachings and the mission of Jesus. The religious rulers refused to believe that what Jesus said or did proved that He was the Messiah, the Savior. Yet both groups spoke truth about who Jesus was and what He was doing. Today, let us see what the two thieves hanging on either side of Jesus had to say.

I. WHAT THE THIEVES SAID

1. The Unbelieving Thief

(1) He mocked Jesus: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us.”

(2) He asked the right thing for the wrong reason: “Save us.”

2. The Believing Thief

(1) He recognized what Jesus did: “This man has done nothing wrong.”

(2) He recognized who Jesus was: “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”

One thief was ignorant and remained unchanged; the other was wise and sought a new way. One thief died in his sins; the other died with his sins forgiven. One went to a devil’s hell; the other went to be with Jesus in Heaven. What a difference!

II. WHAT THE WORDS OF THE THIEVES REVEALED

1. Sinful living has terrible consequences.

(1) Sin always brings punishment: “You may be sure that your sin will find you out [i.e., be discovered]” (Numbers 32:23).  

(2) Sin has its own reward: “We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve.”

2. Sinful living has terrible effects.

(1) We lose our fear of God and live depraved lives, going from sin to sin.

(2) We pay for it with our lives: “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23).

Sinful choices will catch up to us at some point in time. We cannot avoid the consequences of our actions. We will surely stand before God and give an account of all the things that we have said or done (Matt 12:36; Romans 14:12; Hebrews 4:13).

CONCLUSION


We may be surprised to find that one thief mocks Jesus while the other trusts in Him as Savior and Lord. However, we should not be surprised because the same is true today. Two people hear the same message of salvation available in Jesus Christ. One goes away mocking what he has heard while the other believes and becomes a Child of God. 


Are you like the unbelieving thief? Do you continue to live in sin when you know that death and judgment are certain? Or are you like the believing thief? When you discover the consequences of living without Christ, will you turn to Him and ask Him to remember you and make you a Child of God? 


Jesus is dying on the cross! Will you mock Him or accept Him as Savior and Lord?   

