EATING AND SLEEPING WITH THE COWS
Daniel 4:28-34
Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


God is Sovereign of the universe. He is creator and ruler. He is powerful and purposeful. He is a God that deserves to be loved, revered, and worshiped. He is not to be ignored, neglected, or negated by His highest creation, man. One of the things God hates the most is pride. Pride causes man to think and feel better than he really is. Pride makes man think he can live without God, indeed may cause him to think there is no God. Thus, God often takes His most serious actions against the proud—both in the Old Testament and New Testament. What happens to King Nebuchadnezzar in our text is a perfect example.

I.
NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S PRIDE IN ACCOMPLISHMENTS (v. 30)
1.
He boasts about what he has built.

2.
He boasts about his power.

3.
He boasts about his glory.

King Nebuchadnezzar is filled with himself and his own greatness. He feels that he has accomplished everything in his own strength and ingenuity. He does not consider the work of his predecessors or the help of his contemporaries. Neither does he take into consideration the role God has played in his life and that of his nation.

II.
GOD’S VOICE FROM HEAVEN (vv. 31-33)

1. God says He will take the king’s authority away from him.

2. God says He will drive the king away from other people.

3. God says He will cause the king to live with and like wild animals for 7 months.

God reveals His love and actions on man’s behalf in His Word, but He allows man the freedom to think and feel as he wishes. However, God occasionally gets weary with man’s foolish thoughts and actions and takes steps to remedy the problems that have arisen because of man’s pride.
III.
MAN’S OPPORTUNITY FOR RESTORATION (vv. 32, 34)

1. God’s actions seek to cause man to acknowledge the Sovereignty of God.

(1) God is sovereign over the kingdoms of man.

(2) God, as sovereign, can give a kingdom to anyone He chooses.

2. God’s actions seek to help man regain sanity by raising his eyes toward Heaven.

3. God’s actions seek to cause man to honor and glorify God through praise.

Man does not have a proper vision of his own contributions to this life until he has his eye squarely focused on God. Only then does he see that all accomplishments can be attributed to the grace of the Sovereign God. God could make us paupers or princes. God could make us famous or unknown. God can do as He chooses, for He is God.
CONCLUSION


God chooses for some to shine brightly in His kingdom. He chooses for others to die a martyr’s death. God chooses a few to be spiritual giants, such as Rev. Billy Graham. Yet, He chooses for most of us to labor as spiritual unknowns, without praise, in His kingdom. With God’s help, some will accomplish great things for Him and for the world. However, most of us will live lives that will remain free of any claim to greatness. Regardless of where God wants us to serve Him, regardless of what He wants us to do as His servants, regardless of what the world may think, let us be faithful to serve Him in whatever capacity we can. Let us not question, but rather be humble servants. Let us not boast or claim that we have achieved anything in this world; rather, let us praise God for all He has done through us.

Let us acknowledge the greatness of God. Let us lift our eyes toward Heaven. Let us praise God with our lives and our lips and thereby bring honor and glory to God, not ourselves. Let us learn from King Nebuchadnezzar the foolishness of boasting.
