A ZEALOT AND HIS HORSES
2 Kings 9:20b-26a; 10:15-19, 27-31

Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


Last week, we saw how Jehu drove his horses and chariot over the body of wicked Queen Jezebel. Today, I want us to see more about Jehu and his horses and how this zealot carried out the work of the Lord. Interestingly, he had a reputation for driving his horses like a madman. Thus, people would recognize him from a distance by his hurried, break-neck pace. Let us further examine this man in light of his words: “Come with me and see my zeal for the Lord.”

I.
A MAN OF ZEAL IS ALWAYS SINGLE-MINDED.

1. He had a commissioning from God, through Elisha, to fulfill Elijah’s prophecy (9:1-10). 

2. He would allow nothing to hinder him from carrying out his mission, which was always to fulfill God’s Word of prophecy (9:25-26, 36-37; 10:10, 17, 30).
II.
A MAN OF ZEAL ALWAYS HAS ZEAL THAT IS VISIBLE.

1.
He told Jehonadab to come with him and see his zeal in action (10:16).
2.
He may not show his zeal at first, but he will be in a hurry once he begins to carry out his zealous actions.
III.
A MAN OF ZEAL IS OFTEN BRUTAL TO THOSE WHO OPPOSE HIM.
1. He killed all of the family of Ahab (Queen Jezebel, 70 sons including King Joram, and all who were Ahab’s friends, advisors, and priests).

2. He got all of the priests of Baal to come for a national sacrifice, where he had his soldiers kill all of them and destroy the stone they worshipped.
IV.
A MAN OF ZEAL MAY HAVE A SERIOUS WEAKNESS.

1. He was not “careful” in his spiritual walk with God (10:31).

2. He did not completely follow God’s will because he kept Jeroboam’s golden calves at Dan and Bethel (10:29, 31).

CONCLUSION


Jehu was commissioned by God, zealous in carrying out his mission, and brutal to those who opposed him (and God). However, in spite of his zeal, he was not completely right with God. He grew careless in his personal life. Plus, he failed to remove the major religious stumbling-block in Israel—the golden calves. Although he was zealous, he was not completely committed to doing God’s will. It began to cost Israel parts of its national boundaries until they ultimately lost their homeland. Illustration: Judas Iscariot, Zealot
Persons that are zealous need to have a controlled zeal, controlled by the Spirit of God. Having a Spirit-controlled zeal will enable us to accomplish all that God intends and no more. Are you zealous for God? Can you honestly ask someone to come with you and see your zeal? In your zeal, do not run over (be brutal to) other persons in your zeal to do good!
