A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN AND HUNGRY DOGS

2 Kings 9:30-37

Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


Beautiful women have always attracted attention. Thus, women spend billions of dollars trying to beautify themselves in order to attract more and more attention. One such beautiful woman was Queen Jezebel, the wife of King Ahab. She enjoyed adorning herself with expensive clothes, jewels, and make-up that made her look more sensual. She wanted men, especially Jehu the new king, to want her. Some of the attention that beautiful women receive is desired; some is not. Women have always had to take the good along with the bad.

I. OUTWARD BEAUTY MAY HIDE INNER UGLINESS.

(AS IT DID WITH WICKED QUEEN JEZEBEL)

1. Jezebel looked great on the outside and appealed to all as a perfect queen.

2. Jezebel had an evil nature and was willing to kill (Naboth) to get her way.

Jezebel was a wicked woman who happened to be beautiful. Her beauty attracted people, but her wickedness drove them away. Everyone was afraid of her and wanted nothing to do with her.
II.
OUTWARD BEAUTY MAY LEAD TO INNER INSECURITY.

(A FEAR OF NOT BEING BEAUTIFUL ENOUGH)

1.
Jezebel felt insecure in her appearance—probably because of her aging.

2.
She felt that she needed to enhance her beauty in order to attract Jehu.

Some people fear not being attractive, as did Jezebel, and will go to any extent to improve their appearance. They will wear “tons” of make-up and even have cosmetic surgery. Such insecurity will often lead them to try to attract others by any means to prove to themselves they are truly beautiful. Such action is extremely dangerous.
III. OUTWARD BEAUTY MAY NOT BE ENOUGH TO IMPRESS OTHERS.

(AS WITH JEZEBEL AND JEHU, RESULTING IN UNEXPECTED DISASTER)
1. Jehu was not impressed by Jezebel’s outward beauty.

2. She was thrown out the dressing room window by her servants who hated her.

Outward beauty may make the person haughty and mean spirited. Although some folk may be impressed by the outward beauty, others may become envious and hate them, especially if such a person is not kind or gentle.
IV. OUTWARD BEAUTY WILL NOT LAST FOREVER.

(JUST AS IT DID NOT FOR JEZEBEL)
1. Jezebel’s outward beauty ended in a single event, a single moment.

2. Jehu ran over her with his chariot, and the iron wheels cut and tore her flesh.

Outward beauty may only be skin. Moreover, it  will not last an entire lifetime. It can be taken in a moment, but inner beauty can endure the struggles of life.
V.
OUTWARD BEAUTY WILL SURELY ATTRACT DANGEROUS PERSONS.

(1) Hungry dogs came and ate her body before others came to take it away.

(2) Hungry dogs do not care about a person! Neither do the evil dogs of the secular world care about you. They only care about themselves and what they can get.

Outward beauty may expose you to great dangers because of the hungry dogs of this world. Hungry dogs think only of themselves, not the carnage they leave behind.
CONCLUSION


Jezebel, in her wickedness, brought her fate upon herself. Outward beauty cannot protect you from inward wickedness. Such wickedness leads to destructive behavior that will soon destroy the outward beauty. Jezebel was rejected by Jehu, hated by all who knew her, murdered by those nearest to her, and eaten by hungry dogs. She serves as a warning to us: Watch out for pride in our appearance! Watch out for hungry dogs! Illustration: M. Monroe
