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INTRODUCTION


There are many wonderful verses in the Bible that have been memorized through the centuries. The most common verse is John 3:16. There may be numerous reasons for memorizing this famous passage. However, the most likely reason is that, more than any other verse in the Bible, it summarizes the entire Bible in one verse. Children love to quote it. Adults base their eternal destinies upon it. Songs have been written about it. Preachers continue to preach it, just as I am doing today. Let us examine the pure beauty of this verse to see how it summarizes the entire Bible.

I. 
IT DEFINES THE SOURCE OF ALL LIFE AND LOVE—GOD.

 (“For God so loved the world”)

1. The verse begins with God—just as Genesis 1:1 (“In the beginning God”).
2. God loved the world (every thing He created, including you and me).

II. IT DEMONSTRATES THE SUPERIORITY OF HIS LOVE—BEST GIFT. 

(“that He gave His one and only Son”)

1.
True love gives the best gift one has to offer.

2.
God’s love caused Him to give His one and only Son—not one of many, not one of the angels, not one of his creations, but His one and only Son!

III. 
IT DETAILS THE STRATEGY FOR RESPONDING TO HIS LOVE—BELIEVE.

(“that whoever believes in Him shall not perish”)

1.
“Whoever believes in Him”—faith in Jesus alone—is the basis for living.
2.
“Shall not perish”—indicating there is danger in not choosing to believe in Jesus.

IV.
IT DESCRIBES THE STRENGTH OF HIS LOVE—ETERNAL. 

(“but have eternal life”)

1.
This life we have in Jesus Christ is life here and now—abundant, full life!

2.
This life we have in Jesus Christ continues on without ending—not even at death!

CONCLUSION


Perhaps now you see why this verse so marvelously summarizes the entire Bible. It begins with the Author of life, describes the gift of God’s love demonstrated in the giving of His one and only son, and ends with an offer of life to us if we will believe in His Son. Nothing in the Scriptures is more important than what is in this verse! Nothing! All else is given over to details that are secondary to this great truth! 

A famous theologian once was asked by some students who heard him lecture, “What is the greatest thing you have learned?” His answer was simple, yet profound: “Jesus loves me, this I know; for the Bible tells me so!” Our text today is the basis of that great truth!



“Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so!


Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong.


Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!


Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so!”
