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INTRODUCTION


Last Sunday, I talked about deliverance promised and expected in the coming birth of Messiah. The Prophets of God promised a Deliverer would come. Hearing and believing the promises, the people began to expect and look for His coming. The problem, of course, is that prophecies can be misinterpreted. The people did not know exactly what they were looking for. They were confused by multiple prophecies, some of which pointed to a king, others to a servant. They were expecting two persons making one trip. However, God planned one Person to make two trips. They did not understand that the Deliverer would be both humble servant (first trip) and glorious king (second trip). Thus, there was confusion; the people were easily deceived by false deliverers. Such is the implication concerning Theudas and Judas. Thus, this week, I want to focus on the deliverance offered by false messiahs.
I.
FALSE MESSIAHS CLAIM TO BE SOMEBODY.

1. They point to themselves: “Look at me!”

2. They claim to have a plan from God: “Listen to me!”

There have always been egotistical, self-centered, humanistic leaders in the world who sought to deliver their people into a promised land. Everything they do centers around themselves. They become cult leaders—as with Kim, Il-Sung in North Korea.

II.
FALSE MESSIAHS ATTRACT FOLLOWERS.

1. They appeal to foolish folk: “Trust me!”

2. They provide false hope: “Follow me!”

These false messiahs all have one thing in common: They believe they have all of the answers for all of the problems of the world. If we will just follow them, we will be delivered from the oppression of this world. We will rule the world—as with Hitler.

III. 
FALSE MESSIAHS DIE AND ARE FORGOTTEN.

1. They seek to gain by force what Jesus gained by love: “Fight for me!”

2. They die untimely deaths and cry out to fleeing followers: “Remember me!”

They call upon their followers to strike a blow for freedom. However, the followers are actually called to die for the cause. But, when the deliverer dies, the followers lose their way and scatter—as with the followers of Theudas and Judas in our text.

IV.
FALSE MESSIAHS COME TO NOTHING.

1. They provide no deliverance: “Save yourself!”

2. They take away all hope: “All is lost!”

Such deliverers separate families and break hearts. They promise hope but deliver despair. Ultimately, they cause many to become cynical toward all religions—including Christianity—as with false messiahs in every generation.

CONCLUSION


False messiahs build up hope through deceitful manipulation, but they always let us down in the end. They cannot deliver us from ourselves. They only take us deeper into our own selfish interests. The end is always a scattered group of cynical, despairing followers. 


Remember, Jesus said there would be many who would come to deceive mankind. They would even deceive His followers, if they happened to find them untrained and unsuspecting. Could you be one of those believers who might be deceived by a false messiah? Not if you are a student of the Word of God and are led by His Holy Spirit. Which is most important in your life: the daily newspaper with its TV program guide OR the Word of God with its daily living guide? 
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