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INTRODUCTION


I have observed that there are two types of runners in life. Some people run just to be running—i.e., for the sake of running. Perhaps they are running for the exercise or to be able to say they are runners. They desire to be in good physical condition, to look good. It does not matter where they run—only that they run. Competition is not important. Other people run for the reward of running well. They want to win the prize. The race is what matters. These runners need a reason for running.


In our text, we also have two types of runners. Before looking at these two very different runners, you need to understand the background. King David’s son, Absalom, has conspired to overthrow him. David and his forces flee Jerusalem. There is a great battle, and Absalom is defeated and slain. Captain Joab must send a message to King David—a runner.  


Now, let us examine the two runners who ran on this day of tragic victory.

I.   THE FIRST RUNNER (AHIMAAZ)


1.   He is running because he loves to run and wants to run (and is given permission).


2.   He is running without a message (no purpose for his running).



(1) He has no heartbreaking news.



(2) He has no life-changing message.


3.   He is recognized as a good man, a good runner (who delivers good news).


4.   But his message has no value.



(1) “All is well!” (Like the liberal theologians and preachers who see no problem,



      no sin, and say, “I’m OK; you’re OK.”)



(2) “Praise God!” (Like the “health and wealth” theologians and preachers who see

    
      life through rose-colored glasses and think God grants our every request.)


(3) “God has delivered you!” (Like the universalist theologians and preachers who

teach “the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man”—i.e., that we are all children of God with no need for personal action or response.) 



(4) “I saw great confusion . . . but I don’t know what it was.” (Seeing the confusion of



      life, he is either too fearful or too foolish to understand or interpret its meaning 



      and to offer comfort or solutions.)


Are you running like Ahimaaz, with no real message for a confused world?
    

II. THE SECOND RUNNER (THE NAMELESS CUSHITE)


1.   He is running because he was commanded to run (by Joab).


2.   He is running because he had a message to deliver (heartbreaking and life-changing).


3.   He is not recognized by those who see him (no reputation as a runner).


4.   But his message has great value.



(1) “Hear the good news!” (There is victory in the midst of apparent defeat.)



(2) “The Lord has delivered you today from all who rose up against you!” (There is an



      enemy who has risen up against us, and we all need deliverance.) 



(3) Deliverance is costly—the death of the beloved son! (This is heartbreaking and



      life-changing news!)



(4) The death of the son causes a broken heart and many tears. (How much more is



      this true for us as we think of the death of God’s beloved Son for our sins!)


Are you running like the Cushite, with a message for the confused world? 

CONCLUSION


Are you running like Ahimaaz or like the Cushite? Like Ahimaaz, do you offer no solutions to life’s confusion? Do you offer no hope, no deliverance? Are you just running to be running? Or, like the Cushite, are you running for a reason? Are you delivering the message, the Good News, that there is victory over our enemy, Satan, because of the death of God’s Beloved Son for our sins? Yes, there is hope and deliverance for our confused world! Have you invited Jesus Christ into your life? Then, RUN! Go and tell everyone about Jesus!  

