LET US COUNT OUR BLESSINGS
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INTRODUCTION 

You may wonder why I chose this Scripture passage for Chusok week. Our text reminds us that we should keep the Kingdom of God and His Righteousness at the center of our lives: in our thoughts, in our intentions, and in our actions. By seeking God’s Kingdom and His Righteousness first, we then shall receive “all these things.” 

“What things?” you ask. The early church fathers (Clement, Origen, and Eusebius) often quoted this saying together with our text: “Ask great things, and little things shall be added unto you; ask heavenly things, and earthly things shall be added unto you.” For those Children of God who give important things first priority in their lives, God promises to take care of the secondary matters. So, let us count our blessings!

I. THOSE PERSONS WHO HAVE MANY BLESSINGS TO COUNT

1. They value relationship with God.

(1) God comes first in all areas of life.

(2) Thus, relationship with God is a reality.

2. They value righteousness in lifestyle.

(1) Righteousness is based upon obedience to the Word of God.

(2) Thus, righteousness is a reality.

3. They value rewards from God.

(1) They receive spiritual rewards (Love, Joy, Peace).

(2) They receive emotional rewards (a sound mind).

(3) They receive physical rewards (little things, earthly things which—when kept in proper perspective—are truly blessings).

God’s People are happy people in our world today because they seek first God’s Kingdom and His Righteousness. Indeed, they have many blessings to count this week.  

II. THOSE PERSONS WHO HAVE FEW BLESSINGS TO COUNT

1. They value relationships with the world or worldly people.

(1) God takes a secondary role in their lives—if He receives any consideration. 

(2) Thus, relationship with God is not satisfying.

2. They value ritual in lifestyle.

(1) Ritual that is based upon human reason is more important than righteousness which is based upon the Word of God.

(2) Thus, true righteousness is absent, leaving a sense of not being right with God.

3. They value rewards from the world.

(1) They do not experience the fruit of the Spirit(God is not present to give gifts).

(2) They do not experience soundness of mind (God gives order to all of life).

(3) They do not experience the joy of right priorities in life (and the little things, the earthly things become curses instead of blessings). 

Worldly people are missing out on the blessings God intends for them to enjoy. 

CONCLUSION


Do you have many blessings or few blessings to count? If you are enjoying the many blessings of God, give thanks to God during this Chusok and throughout the year! If you are experiencing few blessings, seek first the Kingdom of God and His Righteousness. Then you also will have many blessings to count.


A king told his best and most trusted friend, “Ask what you will and I will give it unto you.” He thought of the many things that he would receive if he requested them. He decided he would ask for something to which all of these things would be added. He replied, “Give me your daughter for my wife.” What wisdom! Similarly, if you seek first the Kingdom of God and His Righteousness, “all these things will be given unto you as well.”       

