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INTRODUCTION


There are different levels of battle going on between God and Satan. One involves direct confrontations that Satan has lost every time, including once in the heavens and once at the Cross. Then, too, Satan seeks to defeat God indirectly by involving mankind in this battle of the ages. He seeks to defeat God by casting doubt on the Word, the Bible. He seeks to defeat and destroy man whom God created to have fellowship with Him. God has provided us the weapons of war that we need in order to be prepared for the battle. Also, He has given us instructions. Let us examine these weapons and some very important instructions.

I.
PREPARATION BEFORE RECEIVING THE WEAPONS (v. 10)

1. Be strong (empowered) in the Lord (confidence in your relationship).

2. Be strong in His might (confidence in God, not yourself).

In preparation for receiving the weapons for battle, we must insure that we are children of God, in the will of God, serving God. We dare not face the enemy without strong preparation of our spiritual self! Then, we are told twice to “put on the full armor of God.”

II.
RECEIVING THE WEAPONS (vv. 11-17)

1. The Defensive Weapons

(1) The Belt of Truth (buckled around the waist and hips)

(2) The Breastplate of Righteousness
(3) The Feet Fitted with Readiness (that comes from the Gospel of Peace)

(4) The Shield of Faith (to extinguish the flaming arrows of the evil one)

(5) The Helmet of Salvation
2. The Offensive Weapon—The Sword of the Spirit (which is the Word of God)

Most of the weapons we need are defensive in nature because Satan, the enemy, is always on the attack, almost always when least expected. Once we have been attacked, then we need the offensive weapon to fight back and cause Satan to flee.

III.
PREPARATION AFTER RECEIVING THE WEAPONS (vv. 11-14, 18-20)

1. Stand! (4 times)

(1) Stand against the devil’s schemes, or methods (v. 11).

(2) Stand your ground (v. 13).

(3) Stand—after having done everything to be prepared (v. 13).

(4) Stand firm (v. 14).

2. Pray! (4 times)

(1) Pray in the spirit (v. 18).

(2) Pray on all occasions (v. 18).

(3) Pray for all the saints (v. 18).

(4) Pray for me—the preacher—to deliver God’s Word fearlessly (vv. 19-20).

3. Be alert! (v. 18)    (Keep awake! Keep watching! Keep persevering! Keep on!)
After receiving the weapons for the battle of the ages, let us prepare further so that we will be ready to fight the evil one when he comes, as he surely will. Then, in the power of God, we can be victorious over the evil one! Yes, “Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world!” My Friends, there is victory in Jesus!

CONCLUSION


In this great battle of the ages, God has an enemy that seeks to defeat Him by defeating you and me. He tried to defeat the Living Word but failed. Now, he tries to defeat you and me by getting us to doubt the Written Word of God. But God has given us weapons for this battle with the evil one. Thus, we can experience victory in Jesus’ name.

“O victory in Jesus, my Savior, forever, 

He sought me and bought me with His redeeming blood;

He loved me ere I knew Him, and all my love is due Him, 

He plunged me to victory beneath the cleansing flood.”
