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INTRODUCTION


In the first chapter of the Gospel of John, Jesus is identified as “The Word” of God. In other places in the Bible, the Scriptures are identified as “The Word of God.” We can easily reconcile these titles in this way: Jesus is the Living Word of God, and the Scriptures are the Written Word of God. The Written Word is the only objective source of revelation that tells us about the Living Word of God. 


Last Sunday, we talked about Satan’s failure to defeat the Living Word. Today, I want us to think about Satan’s efforts to defeat the Written Word. Next week, we will conclude this series on the war of God versus Satan with a sermon on how to arm ourselves for the battle. 

Now, let us consider Satan’s attack on the Written Word.

I. THE WORD OF GOD AND THOSE WHO ARE DECEIVED BY SATAN

1. Satan’s Attacks on the Word of God

(1) Satan’s first attack was in the Garden of Eden: “Did God really say…?” (Questioning God’s Word) & “You will not surely die.” (Denying the Word)

Satan’s first attack has been repeated again and again through the ages: He wants us first to question the Word of God and, then, deny the Word of God.

(2) Satan wants us to add to the Word of God—through revelation or writings. This started with Eve and has continued through the ages with false prophets.

(3) Satan wants us to subtract from the Word of God—by claiming that parts of the Bible are the words of man, rather than God.

The Word of God IS the Word of God. Every word is there because God intended for it to be there. Although the words of men are sometimes recorded in the Word of God, they reveal the foolishness of mankind as opposed to the wisdom of God. God’s Word is true (2 Sam 22:31; Psalm 119:160; Prov 30:5: Matt 24:35; etc.).

2. The Effects of Satan’s Attacks on Those Who Are Deceived

(1) They ignore God’s commands but observe their traditions (Mk 7:7).

(2) God’s Word is offensive, not pleasurable, and hated (Jere 6:10; Psalm 50:7).

(3)  They become hard-hearted and refuse to listen (Zech 7:12).

People deceived by Satan refuse to listen to God’s Word, make fun of those who do, and sometimes seek to injure or even kill (martyr) those who share it.

II. THE WORD OF GOD AND THOSE WHO ARE NOT DECEIVED BY SATAN

1. The Right Attitude of Those Not Deceived by Satan

(1) They pay attention to the Word of God—Text.

(2)  They let the Word give them light in this dark world (Psalm 119:105).

(3) They let the Word judge them and correct them (Hebrews 4:12).

2. The Right Action of Those Not Deceived by Satan

(1) They live according to the Word & do not just “know” the Word(James 1:22).

(2) They correctly understand and use the Word of God (2 Timothy 2:15).

(3) They memorize the Word to improve both their thinking and their living     (Ps 119:11; Col 3:16)

People who are NOT deceived by Satan understand the rich value of the Word of God for all of life. They study it, they meditate upon it, they believe it, they practice it, they share it! They are not ashamed of the Word of God! Rather, they treasure it!

CONCLUSION


Satan will try to destroy your love for and faith in the Word of God—both the Written and the Living Word of God. If he can just get you to entertain a little doubt, he knows he has started you down the road to defeat. But you can trust the Word of God! You can trust God!
“Have faith in God; He’s on His throne; Have faith in God; He watches o’er His own.

He cannot fail; He must prevail. Have faith in God; Have faith in God!”
