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INTRODUCTION


In the Bible passages read today, we see an account of the battle of the ages: a war in the heavens. Lucifer (Satan) once served God faithfully. Then, he began to think about ruling instead of serving. In his pride, he sought to make himself like God (see Isaiah 14). However, the old dragon and his forces—about 1/3 of all of the angels—were no match for Michael and his angels. They were hurled down to earth in defeat (see Rev. 12). Jesus said that He had seen Satan fall from heaven like a bolt of lightning (see Luke 10). This account described the first great struggle between good and evil. Was that the end of it all? Definitely not! Satan continues to fight; the forces of evil continue their war against the forces of good. The war continues here on earth! Losing a direct war with God, Satan decided to try an indirect war.

I. FIRST, IT WAS SATAN VERSUS THE CREATION!

1. Satan attacked Adam and Eve—Genesis 3.

(1) Satan dethroned God in their hearts.

(2) Satan got a measure of revenge against God.

2. Satan attacked the children of Adam and Eve—Genesis 4.

(1) The unrighteous Cain killed righteous Abel.

(2) Satan dethroned God again and got a measure of revenge.

3. Satan attacked God’s Chosen People—the Israelites.

(1) First, he attacked and defeated the Northern Kingdom in 722/721 B.C.

(2) Then, he attacked and defeated the Southern Kingdom in 587 B.C.

Satan attacked God’s creation all through the Old Testament. Satan’s attacks were pervasive, purposeful, persistent, and powerful. With the defeat of God’s Chosen People, Satan became so confident and proud that he decided to take a chance again.

II. SECOND, IT WAS SATAN VERSUS JESUS CHRIST!

1. Satan attacked Jesus through other people.

(1) Satan made King Herod fearful of the birth of Jesus and seek to kill Him.

(2) Satan caused the Disciples to try to keep Jesus from talking about dying and, rather, to get Him to establish an earthly kingdom.

2. Satan directly attacked Jesus.

(1) Satan tempted Him to betray His Father’s purpose for His life.

(2) Satan tried to kill Him in the Garden of Gethsemane.

3. Satan attacked and killed Jesus.

(1) Satan succeeded by causing the religious leaders to ask for the trial of Jesus.

(2) Satan succeeded by stirring up the unruly mob to demand the death of Jesus.

Satan thought he had won a great victory over the Son of God. However, he was soon to learn that his “victory” was actually ultimate defeat. Once again, Satan had lost to God. Thus, Satan once again turned to the indirect approach; and he is still using it.

III. NOW, IT IS SATAN VERSUS US!

1. Satan is determined to dethrone God in our lives—both yours and mine.

            2.   Satan is determined to make us useless to God.
3.   Satan is determined to destroy us, to kill us.

Satan attacks us again and again, but his power is limited. Remember, we have the Spirit of God living in us—if we are children of God—and He is greater than Satan.
CONCLUSION


Unfortunately, the Bible says that Satan’s power and control of this world will become greater and greater until he finally tries a third time to overthrow God directly. This is called the Battle of Armageddon. But do not worry, my Friends! Satan loses one more time—for the final time. There is no new version coming out. There will be no more war!
“It is finished; the battle is over; it is finished; there’ll be no more war!
It is finished—the end of the conflict; it is finished, and Jesus is Lord.”
