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INTRODUCTION

I have learned that, when someone offers an unexpected gift, I should beware of what comes next. There will usually be a request for some favor, typically far greater than the value of the gift. You never get something for nothing. Gifts are never free! Similarly, freedom is NEVER free! It is always purchased with the price of blood. I have stood in the National Cemetery in the midst of the graves of countless patriots who gave their life’s blood for this country. Some of your relatives may have paid the sacrifice of blood so that you and I might enjoy the freedom that we now have. They have left us a great heritage, and we should honor them today and every day. Remember the price they paid for our freedom!

Similarly, freedom is never free in the spiritual world.
I.         FREEDOM FROM SIN'S PUNISHMENT

1. Freedom from sin's punishment was purchased with the precious blood of Jesus.

(1) Sin's punishment is death—Romans 6:23.

(2) Sin's forgiveness is possible only after there is a blood sacrifice--OT code.

2. We must rebel against our masters (sin and Satan).

(1) As long as we accept our masters' hold upon us, we will never be free.

(2) We must choose to rebel and throw off the old masters.

Freedom from sin's punishment is never free. Jesus paid the price with His blood!
II. FREEDOM FROM SOVEREIGN POWERS

1. Freedom from sovereign powers is purchased with the blood of martyrs.

(1) Sovereign powers often try to turn people away from the Sovereign God.

(2) Sovereign powers try to hold on to power whatever the cost.

2. We must rebel against our masters (secular and religious powers).

(1) As long as sovereign powers give freedom to worship, there is no problem.

(2) When earthly powers try to overrule divine power, we must rebel & follow God.

Freedom from sovereign powers is never free. It is always purchased with the blood of martyrs. 

III. FREEDOM FROM SELFISH PASSIONS

1. Freedom from selfish passions is purchased with the blood of self-sacrifice.  

            (killing ourselves—see Galatians 5:24).

(1) Our senses and sensuality are constantly being bombarded by stimuli encouraging us to compromise ourselves with the world.

(2) Media and arts are constantly being manipulated to stimulate our passions.

2. We must rebel against our masters (human nature & self-centeredness).

(1) As long as we feed selfish passions, we will be enslaved by them.

(2) When we rebel and throw off selfish passions, we are freed to serve one another in a spirit of love.

Freedom from selfish passions is never free. It is always purchased with the blood of self-sacrifice, of our own death to fleshly desires.
CONCLUSION


Truly, freedom is NEVER free. The price paid for freedom is always blood! It costs very dearly to be free—the death of Jesus Christ, the death of the martyrs, the death of self. Do you have freedom from sin's punishment? Do you enjoy freedom from sovereign powers to serve the Sovereign God? Do you enjoy freedom from selfish passions so that you can serve others? Are you truly free?


Illustration: A wild animal caught in a trap

