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INTRODUCTION


Since we have not yet arrived at perfection, and since we are in the process of becoming more like Jesus, what do we need to do on the way to Heaven? First, we need to forget past sins, problems, failures, and successes. Although we need to learn from the past, we MUST forget the frustrations, the defeat, and the despair. Then, we need to press on—toward the prize of Jesus Christ—to become more like Jesus. Finally, in order to be truly successful in our striving and agonizing, we MUST be single-minded in purpose and action.

I. WE MUST HAVE A SAINT’S SIGHT!

1. We must keep our eyes focused on Jesus: “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2).

2. We must keep our eyes focused on the unseen world: “We fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Cor. 4:18).

Isaiah had a far-sighted vision of the Coming Lord. Over 700 years before Jesus came to earth the first time, Isaiah could see Him and was watching for His coming. We also should be always looking for the Coming Lord—for His Second Coming.

II. WE MUST HAVE A SAINT’S STEADFASTNESS!

1. We must be steadfast in our faith: “The righteous will hold to their ways, and those with clean hands will grow stronger” (Job 17:9).

2. We must be steadfast in our duty: “I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given to me—the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace” (Acts 20:24).

3. We must be steadfast together: “Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ…stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel without being frightened…by those who oppose you” (Phil. 1:27-28).

Ahn, Yi-Sook (If I Die, I Die) was a wonderful example of steadfast faithfulness during the Japanese occupation of Korea because she continued to deliver God’s Message no matter what the cost—which ultimately was martyrdom. 

III. WE MUST HAVE A SAINT’S SPIRIT (OF SACRIFICE)!

1. We must give up anything that hinders our journey: “Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us” (Hebrews 12:1).

2. We must give up all earthly obsessions—especially money: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth…. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven…. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:19-21).

Reverend John and Florence Agee worked to help the homeless, the drifters, the poor, all of their lives. In their old age, they had nothing of value and no money because they had given it all away to help others. When she died, John could not afford even the cheapest funeral. But, when I stood to preach, I honored them the best I could because of their single-minded commitment to God. 

CONCLUSION


Our God has called us on a journey to Heaven. This world is not our home! We must press on—with a single-minded commitment to our goal of becoming like Jesus! That is why Paul writes, “This one thing I do.” When we finally arrive at our Heavenly home, we will finally experience perfection—being like Jesus and with Jesus for all eternity. Hallelujah!
“This world is not my home; I’m just a-passing through. My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue.

The angels beckon me to Heaven’s open door, And I can’t feel at home in this world anymore.
O, Lord, you know, I have no Friend like you. If Heaven’s not my home, then Lord what will I do?

The angels beckon me to Heaven’s open door, And I can’t feel at home in this world anymore.”
