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INTRODUCTION


Have you ever heard anyone say, “Well, I would go to church; but I don’t want to be with all of those hypocrites.” There is some truth to that statement. Christians are sinners, but forgiven ones. Christians are saints, but imperfect ones. Christians are in the process of becoming what God has called them to be. Christians are in the process of becoming more like Jesus. However, they (i.e., we) have not yet arrived. 

I. CHRISTIANS ARE SINNERS!

1. Christians are sinners.

(1) We cannot obtain perfection through good deeds.

(2) We remain sinners because of our human condition.

2. Christians are forgiven sinners.

(1) We are forgiven through repentance of sin.

(2) We are forgiven because of the shed blood of Jesus Christ.

Christians remain sinners! We have not yet “obtained all this, or . . . already been made perfect” (v.12). The word translated “obtained” actually means “received.” We cannot “obtain” perfection; we “receive” it—as a gift from God through Jesus.

II. CHRISTIANS ARE SAINTS!

1. Christians are saints.

(1)
Christians are called “saints” in the New Testament writings (see Phil. 1:1).

(2)
We have not yet arrived at perfection—i.e., “morally complete or mature.”
Several people have been described as perfect in the Bible: Noah (Gen. 6:8-9); Jacob (Numbers 23:21); David (1 Kings 11:4, 6); Zacharias and Elizabeth (Luke 1:6); & Nathaniel (John 1:47). 
2. Christians are in the process of becoming what God intends them to be.

(1)
We are to become more like Jesus with each passing day.

(2)
We are to become more mature, not remain spiritual babies.

Although Christians are called saints, we know that we all fall short of the name. We could never “obtain” the title; we can only “receive” it graciously from a generous God. We are saints by God’s grace, not by our own deeds!

CONCLUSION


We have not yet arrived! We are sinners—albeit forgiven ones! We are imperfect saints! Therefore, we will commit sins from time to time. It is natural and to be expected. Thus, occasional sinning is OK! Right? WRONG! Sin is never to be tolerated. It is never to be explained away as a part of our nature. It is never to be accepted as normal or OK. It IS sin!
Look at verse 16 again: “Let us live up to what we have already attained.” These words tell us that, although we have not yet arrived at perfection, God expects us to live up to the level of our present spiritual understanding and spiritual development. There is no room for sloppy, sinful living on the way to Heaven. Thus, we always need the Holy Spirit of God to come and help us to live as God intends for us to live. 
“Come, Holy Spirit, I need you! Come, Holy Spirit, I pray!

Come with your strength and your power; Come in your own special way!”
