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INTRODUCTION


Since we have not yet arrived at perfection, and since we are in the process of becoming more like Jesus, just exactly what should we be doing on the way to Heaven? First, we need to forget what is behind us. “Forget! Forget what?” you ask. “Would it not be better to remember and learn from our past mistakes? After all, shouldn’t we be students of history and learn from it?” Let us consider some important matters related to forgetting. 
But, before we do, let me explain the word “forgetting” in the original text. It means “to no longer care about.” The same word is used in James 1:24 of a person looking at himself in a mirror and then forgetting what he was really like, unless he truly concentrated upon what he saw. The old form of this Greek word is made up of “lethe” plus “lambano.” Lambano means “to receive.” Lethe, as all students of Greek mythology remember, is the River from which one drinks to forget heartache and sorrow. Thus, the word actually means “to receive the blessing of forgetting.” Let us now think of some things that would be a blessing to forget, or no longer care about.

I. THE DEEDS TO BE FORGOTTEN

1. We need to forget our past sins.

2. We need to forget our past problems.

3. We need to forget our past failures.

4. We need to forget our past successes.

Abraham Lincoln would never have become President of the USA if had not forgotten all of his past defeats and failures.

II. THE DESIRABILITY OF OUR FORGETTING

1. We cannot function if we are thinking of our past sins (guilt).

2. We cannot function if we are worrying about past failures (fear).

3. We cannot function if we are living in the past (putting off action).

4. We cannot function if we are trying to live on past glory (pride).

President U. S. Grant had to forget the horrors of the Civil War in order for him to be the president of all of the states in the United States.

III. THE DANGER OF FORGETTING

1. We must not forget the lessons learned from the past—good or bad.

2. We must not forget the principles used for overcoming.

Many people are like King Saul who repeated the same basic mistake: 

(1)Wanted People’s Praise (spared the flocks of the enemy; 

(2)Wanted God’s Blessing (but would not wait for Samuel to come); 

(3)Wanted God’s Knowledge (called up Samuel through a witch).

CONCLUSION


We should learn from our past sins, mistakes, and failures. We must learn lessons and principles that enable us NOT to repeat, but to overcome similar situations and temptations. Then, we must forget! We must forget the allure, the attraction, the pleasure of past sins. We must also forget the defeat, the frustration, the despair of past failures. 

Yes, forget! Do NOT look back! Jesus said, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). Thus, you must forget the past, no longer care about it. What do you need to forget? Whatever it is, bring it to God today! Then, forget it! God will!
“Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole; I want Thee forever to live in my soul.

Break down every idol, cast out every foe—Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.

Whiter than snow, yes, whiter than snow—Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.”
