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INTRODUCTION


The parable of the mustard seed is one of my favorite parables. As you may know, a parable is a story about a simple, common subject with a spiritual meaning or application. Jesus used parables to help His followers to understand spiritual truth. Those who were not His followers would not understand the real meaning of His stories. Parables are NOT allegories, or stories in which details are important. Parables point out one main idea or truth, and the details are important only as they aid the main idea. Let us consider this parable.

I.
WHAT THE MUSTARD SEED IS LIKE

1. The mustard seed is the smallest of all garden seeds.

2. The mustard seed can grow into the largest of all plants in the garden(3-4 meters).

3. The mustard plant attracts birds of all kinds to its branches for different reasons.

People commonly used the mustard seed in everyday comparisons to describe how small something might be. Jesus used the idea this way in Matthew 17:20 to describe a very small amount of faith a person might have and still “move mountains.”

II.
HOW THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE THE MUSTARD SEED

1. The Kingdom of Heaven begins with a little seed.

(1) The seed of woman in Genesis 3 (Jesus).

(2) The seed sown by the sharing of the Gospel (witness).

2. The Kingdom of Heaven grows into the largest of all kingdoms.

(1) It includes people from every tongue, tribe, nation, and continent.

(2) It includes people from every generation from the beginning until the end.

3. The Kingdom of Heaven attracts people of all kinds for different reasons.

(1) Many folk are attracted to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.

(2) All may come: “Red and yellow, black and white—they are precious in His sight!”

The Kingdom of Heaven started out small—with one person, Jesus Christ. However, that Kingdom has grown to include all races from all nations from all generations. People are still attracted to the Kingdom of Heaven for different reasons in our day.

III.
WHAT THE PARABLE TEACHES

1. The mustard plant was attractive to the birds!

(1) It was a place of feasting (little black berries).

(2) It was a place of rest (birds would come and “perch,” or “roost”).

(3) It was a place of shelter (from the hot sun).

(4) It was a place to live and bring up the young (literally, “to camp down”).

2. The Kingdom of Heaven is attractive to the lost!

(1) It is a place of feasting (Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” John 6:35).

(2) It is a place of rest (“Come unto me all you who are weary….” Matt 11:28). 

(3) It is a place of shelter (“He is my refuge and my fortress….” Psalm 91:2).

(4) It is a place to live and bring up the young (“Let the little children come to me….” Matt 19:14).

By its very nature, the mustard plant attracts all kinds of birds. Similarly, by its very nature, the Kingdom of God attracts all kinds of people. As birds may find life in the mustard plant, so people may find life in the Kingdom of Heaven.

CONCLUSION


Birds flew here and there looking for what the mustard plant freely offered to them. When they found it, they flocked to it. Similarly, people are running here and there looking for something to make life worth living. Yet, it is freely offered to them in Jesus Christ.
“Jesus is the sweetest name I know, and He’s just the same as His lovely name;

And that’s the reason why I love Him so, For Jesus is the sweetest name I know.”
