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INTRODUCTION


Today, I am going to speak on one of the most famous parables of Jesus. I remind you that a parable is a story about a simple, common subject with a spiritual meaning or application. Jesus used parables to help His followers to understand spiritual truth, but those who were not His followers would not understand the real meaning. Unlike allegories in which details are important, parables point out one main idea or truth with the details being important only as they aid the main idea. Let us consider this parable.

I.
THE SETTING


1.   A Lawyer’s Question: How to inherit eternal life


(1) Wants the right thing: Eternal Life


(2) Asks the wrong question: “What must I do?”

2.   The Lord’s Response

(1) What does the Law say? Points out his sinfulness


(2) What does the Lord say? Do this and you shall live!


3.   The Lawyer’s Defensiveness

(1) Realization of the truth: Impossibility of keeping the Law


(2) A defensive reaction: Who is my neighbor?

II.
THE STORY


1.   A Man Going Down from Jerusalem to Jericho

(1) A traveler: Traveling on the road of life


(2) A surprise: Meeting the unexpected struggles of life


2.   A Gang of Men Going Down from Earth to Hell

(1) A gang of robbers: Wanted something for nothing


(2) A gang of disrobers: Leave victims without help or hope


3.   A Trio of Men Going Down the Road of Life

(1) The attitude of the Priest and the Levite: Seeing needs and moving on


(2) The attitude of the Samaritan: Seeing needs and moved with compassion

III.
THE STATEMENT


1.   The Lord’s Question: Which of the three was a neighbor to the victim?


2.   The Lawyer’s Response: The One Who Showed Mercy


3.   The Lord’s Command: “Go and do likewise.”

CONCLUSION


The message of the parable is simple. Jesus informs the lawyer that he cannot inherit eternal life if he has no sense of love and compassion for those who are helpless in the world. Showing love and compassion will not save you and bring you eternal life. However, if you cannot show love and compassion, you will receive none. It is similar to what Jesus prayed in the Lord’s Prayer: “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” If we will not forgive others, God cannot forgive us. If we are men and women of compassion, then God stands ready to show us compassion. He will hear our prayers and forgive our sins. We will become His children and inherit Heaven.


Illustration: At the end of the movie, “Saving Private Ryan,” Ryan stands at the graveside of those who died finding him and asks his daughter to assure him that he had lived a good life. What he was really asking was this: “Assure me I have lived a life worthy of the sacrifice of the lives of those who died bringing me home.” Sacrifice demands responsibility! Many have sacrificed for us to be here today. Let us be worthy by being compassionate!
