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INTRODUCTION


The problem most churches face today is the lack of power among God’s people. We want to do right, but no power! We want to win friends to faith in Jesus Christ, but no power! We want to be like Christians in the Bible, but no power! Paul described the problem to Timothy: “Having a form of godliness but denying its power” (2 Tim. 3:5). We call ourselves Christian, but we have no power! Is there a remedy? I believe the text describes the remedy for us. First, it describes the power of Pentecost. Then, I want us to consider the fact that this power is available now and how we can obtain it.
I.
THE POWER OF PENTECOST AVAILABLE THEN
1.
The power comes from heaven (v. 2).

2.
The power comes upon all (v. 4).

3.
The power enables them to proclaim the Good News in various languages (v. 11).

4.
The power convicts the sinner and leads to repentance and faith (vv. 37-38, 41).
5.
The power causes the church to grow in number and in spirit (vv. 39, 41).

With this power of Pentecost, this power of the Holy Spirit, the church can grow in any generation. If we could just experience the power of Pentecost today, it would change God’s people from weak witnesses to powerful proclaimers.
II.
THE POWER OF PENTECOST AVAILABLE NOW

1. The same power source wants to empower every believer (v. 38).
2. The same power source has been given by God to each child of God (vv. 38-39).
3. The same power source wants us to proclaim the Good News (Acts 1:6-8).

4. The same power source is hindered only by the limitations we place upon Him.

(1) Our sinful living hinders.
(2) Our lack of commitment hinders.

(3) Our lack of prayer hinders.

(4) Our lack of confidence in God and His Word hinders.

(5) Our lack of proclamation hinders.

5. The same power source is available now—today. 

Do you want this power in your life? Do you want to grow spiritually? Do you want your church to grow numerically and spiritually? Do we really want this kind of power? Do we really?
CONCLUSION


If we really want this power, we need to learn from the first century church. They learned to pray, to be in one accord (unity), to love one another, to remove all hindrances that might keep the Holy Spirit from doing His work through them. I challenge you to confront your negative habits and your negative spirit. Confess your sins to God. Commit yourself to Him. Consciously allow the Holy Spirit to release His power in your life. Depend upon Him and His power to work through you. Be sensitive to His leading in your life every day.


Then, you can begin to experience the power of the Holy Spirit. You can begin to experience the fire of revival in your heart. You can experience victorious living once again.

“Lord, as of old at Pentecost, Thou didst thy power display.

With cleansing, purifying flame, Descend on us today.

Lord, send the old-time power, the Pentecostal power!

Thy floodgates of blessing on us throw open wide!

Lord, send the old-time power, the Pentecostal power,

That sinners be converted and thy name glorified!”
