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INTRODUCTION


There are three things in nature that the Scriptures tell us to consider: the birds, the lilies, and the ants. Two of those are found right here in Matthew 6. The other is found in Proverbs 6. Each of these objects of consideration teaches us a great spiritual truth. The birds teach us about God’s provision for our primary needs. The lilies teach us about God’s provision for our secondary needs. The ants teach us about our responsibilities in life. 


Today, let us consider God’s provision for our secondary needs—those needs not essential for survival. The lilies can teach us to trust God and not to worry needlessly. In verse 25, Jesus strongly commands, “Do not worry about your life . . . or about your body.” 

I. 
LOOK AT THE LILIES OF THE FIELD  


1.   Consider What They Do Not Do


      (1) They do not labor to survive.


      (2) They do not spin to provide for their outward appearance.


2.   Consider What They Do

      (1) They simply grow and are beautiful today (for one single day).


      (2) They wither and die tomorrow (and are burned to heat the clay baking ovens).

They do not worry about their survival. They do not worry about appearance. They simply exist for one day. Yet God provides them with more splendor than Solomon had with all of his expensive robes. Jesus reminds us that, if God so gloriously clothes the lilies of the field, then He will certainly do much more for us. 

II.    
STOP WORRYING ABOUT SECONDARY NEEDS (CLOTHING, CAR, ETC.)


1.   Consider Why We Should Not Worry


      (1) Worry is characteristic of pagans—people who do not know a loving God.


      (2) God, our Heavenly Father, knows what our needs are.
2.   Consider How We Can Overcome Worry

      (1) Keep your focus upon God and His Kingdom by doing His will (v. 33).

      (2) Do not worry about tomorrow’s problems, but live one day at a time (v. 34).

God intends for His children to grow and have natural beauty. Life is too short (remember the lilies of the field!) to worry about secondary matters. Jesus reminds us to face each task, each opportunity, each challenge, as it appears! We are to trust God to be God, and let Him meet our needs.

CONCLUSION


Stop worrying about your primary needs—what you shall eat and drink! Stop worrying about shelter and personal security! Consider the birds! 


Stop worrying about your secondary needs—what you shall wear! Stop worrying about what your car looks like—or if you are ever going to get one! Consider the lilies! Life is too short to spend it worrying about primary and secondary matters! 
Illustration of a Blind Woman



“Have faith in God; He’s on His throne. 

Have faith in God; He watches o’er His own. 




He cannot fail; He must prevail.




Have faith in God! Have faith in God!”

