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INTRODUCTION


Several years ago, a man named McIlroy was murdered in plain sight on the main street of Skidmore, Missouri. Many people saw it happen. McIlroy was the town bully who had threatened nearly everyone in town at one time or another. They were all glad he was dead. My older brother, now retired, was the FBI agent who gave a lie detector test to the man suspected of being the killer. It was apparent that the man was guilty before and during the test. However, no one would give supporting testimony to convict him; and he walked away a free man. Nevertheless, the test indicated he was guilty. Today, I want to give a lie detector test to test your spirituality. Will you pass or fail the test? Please answer yes or no.

I.
DO YOU HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD? (1 John 1:6-7)

1. Problem: If you walk in darkness, you do not have fellowship with God!

2. Remedy: If you want to have fellowship with God, walk with His people!

II.
DO YOU LIVE A SINLESS LIFE? (I John 1:8-10)

1. Problem 1: If you claim to live a sinless life in the present, you deceive yourself.

2. Problem 2: If you claim to have lived a sinless life in the past, you call God a liar.

3. Remedy: Confess your sins (commission AND omission) and be forgiven (v. 9).

III.
DO YOU KNOW GOD PERSONALLY? (1 John 2:4, 6)

1. Problem: If you do not keep His sayings, you CANNOT claim to know Him.

2. Remedy: If you truly want to know God, walk as Jesus walked (v. 6).

IV.
DO YOU WALK IN THE LIGHT OF GOD? (I John 2:9-10)

1. Problem: If you walk in the light, you cannot hate a brother or cause him to stumble.

2. Remedy: Love your Christian brother (or sister), and do nothing to make him fall.

V.
DO YOU LOVE GOD? (1 John 2:15-17; 4:20-21)

1. Problem 1: If you love God, you cannot love the world or the things of the world.

2. Problem 2: If you love God, you cannot hate your Christian brother (or sister).

3. Remedy: Love God and do the Will of God (v. 17); love other Christians (v. 21).
CONCLUSION


How did you do on this lie detector test? Did you pass or fail? Are you what you claim to be? Are you a spiritual person? Are you what you are supposed to be?


If we are children of God and truly love Him, we must not love the world. Rather, we must walk as Jesus walked, have fellowship with other believers, and love one another in Christ Jesus. We must NOT cause a brother to stumble or fall! We must strive always to do the Will of God. Such striving involves confessing our sins—not someone else’s sins. 

Now, I ask one more question: Did some of you fail this test because you have NO spirituality to measure? If you have never given your life to Jesus Christ, I encourage you to consider the ABCs of Salvation.

A—Admit your sinfulness.

B—Believe that God has sent His Son to die for your sins. 

C—Confess your sinful rebellion to God.

C—Confess Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord. 

Do so today! You can become a Child of God right now and begin to grow spiritually.
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