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INTRODUCTION 


During Easter and Christmas, it is common to hear Handel’s Messiah. There are some wonderful songs about the shaking of the earth when Messiah comes and about His glorious victory. However, “Behold the Lamb of God” is my favorite piece because of its passion. Although these words come from the lips of John the Baptizer when he first saw Jesus coming to be baptized in the Jordan River, I believe Handel was able to write with such passion because he could see the Lamb of God dying upon the cross for our sins. 


After three hours of darkness, three hours of feeling abandoned and alone, Jesus cried out, “It is finished.” Then, almost immediately, He said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” I believe God was there at the time of the death of His Son, Jesus Christ.


I want us to consider two points today: (1) Jesus died, and (2) He did not stay dead.

I. JESUS REALLY DID DIE ON GOOD FRIDAY.

1. God in the flesh, God the Son, died.

(1) The spear thrust upward into His side revealed water and blood—possibly indicating His heart had burst. This was no fainting spell, no swoon, no coma. 

(2) His spirit left the body, releasing Him from this life of pain and suffering.

2. God the Son was taken down from the Cross and placed in a borrowed tomb.

(1) Joseph and Nicodemus took His body down from the Cross.

(2) They carried the body of Jesus to the tomb, placed it inside, and used a huge stone to cover the entrance.

There is little room for doubt that Jesus, God in the flesh, died that day—died for our sins. All of the disciples, friends, and loved ones would not have called it Good Friday after what they saw that day. It was a horrible, painful day for all of them; but it was Good Friday for all of us as He died in our place.

II. JESUS WILLINGLY GAVE HIS LIFE ON GOOD FRIDAY.

1. Jesus released His spirit—willingly giving up His life.

(1) He did not grasp power and glory when in Heaven but chose to come to earth.

                  (2) He did not grasp life when on earth but chose to go to Heaven.

2. Jesus released His spirit—thereby splitting the veil in the Temple.

(1) His death broke down the barrier between God and man.

(2) His death made it possible for us to come directly to God—no priest needed..

Jesus willingly gave up His life. He did not desire to remain here after His work was finished. His death made forgiveness for sin available to us. Also, He made it possible for us to go directly to the Father to seek that forgiveness. We no longer need a priest, a preacher, or anyone else to go to God for us. We can do it ourselves!

CONCLUSION


Oh, how Satan must have rejoiced and boasted during those few hours from Friday afternoon to Sunday morning! Yet, during those hours, I am certain he had a furious headache, as if someone had kicked him in the head (see Genesis 3:15). He thought he had won a glorious victory over Jesus Christ, God in the flesh. He did not realize that Jesus willingly gave up His life—including releasing His spirit—so that you and I might have forgiveness of sin and hope for everlasting life. What a glorious Savior! Hallelujah!


Have you given your life to Him so that you might have eternal life? Or are you holding on to your life—as if it were something you can hold onto forever? Jesus said, “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it” (Mark 8:35). If you want to have life, you must willingly give it away—to Him!

“O, how He loves you and me! O, how He loves you and me!

He gave His life; what more could He give?

O, how He loves you! O. how He loves me!

O, how He loves you and me!”
