THE LAST WORDS OF JESUS, I: 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

Luke 23:33-34

INTRODUCTION



When a person dies, people often ask: “What were his/her last words?” There is a tendency to attach much importance to those dying words. They are often seen as one final glimpse into the soul of the departed person. Sometimes those final words reflect hatred and bitterness. Sometimes they reflect fear and horror. Sometimes they reflect love and fulfillment. Today, we begin a series of sermons on the Seven Last Words of Jesus Christ. This last saying for today reflects the greatness of our Lord. He asks God to forgive those who were crucifying Him because they did not fully understand what they were doing. How could He be so loving, so forgiving? The answer lies in His life and ministry.

I.   
JESUS LIVED HIS LIFE FOR OTHERS

1. He taught others how to forgive.

(1) He said that we would be forgiven as we forgive others—Matt 6:14.

(2) He told Peter that we are to forgive, not 7 times, but 77 times—Matt 18:21-22.

2. He showed others how to forgive.

(1) He told the woman caught in adultery that he did not condemn her but told her to “leave her life of sin”—John 8:1-11.

(2) He asked God the Father to forgive those who were killing Him—Text.


Jesus showed us the importance of forgiving by practicing it in His everyday ministry.

II. 
JESUS GAVE HIS LIFE FOR OTHERS

1. Jesus did not have to die because He never sinned.

(1) “He was tempted in every way, just as we are,yet was without sin”—Heb 4:15.

(2) He came to take away our sins, but “in Him is no sin”—1 John 3:5.

2. Jesus chose to die because of the sins of others.

(1) “He gave Himself for our sins . . . according to the will of God”—Gal 1:4.

(2) He said, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many”—Matt 26:28.


Jesus made forgiveness for sin possible by sacrificing Himself for the sin of others.

III. 
JESUS OFFERS HIS LIFE TO OTHERS

1. He wants to give His life to others.

(1) He has power to give life to (i.e., to save completely) those who want to come to God—Heb 7:25.

(2) He offers prayer (intercession) for those who want to come to God—John 17:20. 

2. He wants to forgive the sins of others.

(1) Forgiveness for killing Christ (because of our sin nature) is offered on the Cross, but have you accepted it?

(2) Forgiveness for failing Christ (because of daily sins) is offered in 1 John 1:9, but have you confessed your sins and received forgiveness?


Jesus offers His life to those who are spiritually dead because of their sins.

CONCLUSION



How could Jesus Christ ask God to forgive His killers? He could do so because His entire life was characterized by forgiveness. He lived His life for others. He gave His life for others. Now, He offers His life to you. Have you confessed your sinfulness to Him? Have you been forgiven of your sin nature? But you say, “O Preacher, you don’t know what I’ve done!” Have you killed someone? God can forgive someone like Paul. Have you stolen something valuable? God can forgive someone like Jacob. Have you committed adultery? God can forgive someone like King David. BUT God CANNOT forgive you until you confess your sin to Him! Jesus has already spoken the words! Accept forgiveness by confessing your sin and confessing Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Do it NOW!
