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INTRODUCTION


A newspaper reporter knows he must ask and get answers to the following questions if he is to do a good job of reporting the news: Who? What? When? Where? Why? Today, like a good reporter, I want to answer these questions in telling you why, like Paul, I’d rather have Jesus than anything else.

I. HE SHOWED ME WHOM I NEEDED MOST (GOD / FATHER)

1. God is not just transcendent, but also immanent.

2. God is not just a God of wrath and judgment, but also a God of love and mercy and forgiveness—like a Father.

Because Jesus was and is God, He showed us what God is truly like—a Father!
II. HE SHOWED ME WHAT I NEED TO DO (REPENT / BELIEVE)

1. Seeing Jesus’ righteousness, I saw my sinfulness—thus, my need to repent.

2. There was no more reason for rebellion, only for believing in and receiving Jesus.

Jesus, the only Way to the Father, gives us eternal life when we repent and believe.
III. HE SHOWED ME WHEN I NEEDED TO ACT (TODAY / FIRST)

1. Jesus said to Zachaeus, “Come down immediately, I must stay at your house today” and “Today salvation has come to this house” (Luke 19:5, 9).

2. Jesus said, “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness” (Matthew 6:33).

Jesus showed us that we do not need to get ready or become better to become a Child of God, but that we should immediately do it today—first things first!

IV. HE SHOWED ME WHERE I NEEDED TO GO (HOME / ABROAD)

1. Jesus told the man called “Legion,” “Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you” (Mark 5:19).

2. Jesus told His followers, “Go and make disciples of all nations ” (Matt 28:19).

Jesus showed us that we are responsible for the spiritual welfare of all people.

V.   HE SHOWED ME WHY I NEEDED TO LIVE FOR HIM (LIGHT / DARKNESS)

1. Jesus said that HE is “the light of the world” (John 8:12).

2. But, in His Sermon on the Mountain, He said, “You are the light of the world” (Matt. 5:14).

Once, Jesus shined forth as the Light of God in the world of Darkness; now, He has called you and me to shine as light in the darkness. Of course, it is Jesus shining through us to those people who are lost in darkness!  

CONCLUSION


Now, you understand why, like Paul, I’d rather have Jesus than anything else. Nothing else compares! No one else compares! ONLY JESUS!



“I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold;




I’d rather be His than have riches untold;




I’d rather have Jesus than houses or land.




I’d rather be led by His nail-pierced hand


    Than to be the king of a vast domain or be held in sin’s dread sway.


        I’d rather have Jesus than anything this world affords today.”
