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INTRODUCTION


There are many prophecies concerning the coming of Messiah throughout the Old Testament. There are prophecies concerning His character, His Ministry, and His birth. Last week, we considered prophecies about His character. Today, I want us to think about Messiah’s ministry, as prophesied in the OT. As we do so, we shall discover that some prophecies relate to His first coming, while others relate to His second coming.

I.
MESSIAH’S MINISTRY IN HIS FIRST COMING


1.   What He Would Do Symbolically
(1) He would restore the 12 tribes of Israel (Isa. 49:6)—12 tribes = 12 apostles.

(2) He would shake all nations (Haggai 2:7)—spiritually, not physically.

(3) He would build the temple of the Lord (Zechariah 6:12)—His body.

2.   What He Would Do As Deliverer
(1) He would be anointed to preach the Good News.

(2) He would be sent to do the following: bind up the broken-hearted, proclaim freedom for those held captive in darkness, proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance, and comfort all who mourn.
(3) He would bring hope for those who grieve: exchanging ashes for a crown of beauty, mourning for the oil of gladness, and despair for a garment of praise.

3.   What He Would Do As Messiah, the Suffering Servant
(1) He would bear our griefs and carry our sorrows (Isa. 53:4).

(2) He would be wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities (Isa 53:5).
(3) He would be mighty to save (Isa. 63:1).

II.
MESSIAH’S MINISTRY IN HIS SECOND COMING


1.   What He Would Do As Messiah, the King (Isa. 2:4)
(1) He will judge between the nations.
(2) He will settle disputes for many peoples.

(3) He will bring a time of peace for all; there shall be no more training for war.


2.   What He Would Do As Deliverer (Isa. 25:8)
(1) He will take away death forever.

(2) He will end the murdering and killing that now occurs all day long.

(3) He will wipe away all tears of sorrow and remorse!


3.   What He Would Do for His People (Isa. 25:8)
(1) He will remove the disgrace that God’s people have brought upon themselves.
(2) He will remove the disgrace that the world has heaped upon God’s people.

(3) He will remove the disgrace from all the earth—completely removed!

CONCLUSION


Bible prophecies have foretold the coming of Messiah in great detail. Last week, we learned of prophecies about His character. Today, we have considered prophecies about His ministry. These prophecies about Messiah’s ministry must be understood as foretelling two comings, not just one. The first time He comes humbly as a simple preacher offering the Good News that salvation is available to all who trust in Him. The second time Messiah will come as a righteous King and will establish a peaceful kingdom in which He will judge His people. Just as numerous prophecies were fulfilled in the first coming of Jesus the Messiah, even so many other prophecies will be fulfilled when He comes again. Are you ready for His second coming? What if it were today?

Illustration: A Comparison of Billy Graham & Albert Einstein by Rev. Graham

Billy Graham on Albert Einstein & Himself
 
In January 2000, leaders in Charlotte, North Carolina, invited their favorite son, Billy Graham, to a luncheon in his honor. Billy, aged 86, initially hesitated to accept the invitation because he struggles with Parkinson's disease. But the Charlotte leaders said, "We don't expect a major address. Just come and let us honor you." So he agreed.
 
After wonderful things were said about him, Graham stepped to the rostrum, looked at the crowd, and said, "I'm reminded today of Albert Einstein, the great physicist who this month has been honored by Time magazine as the Man of the Century. Einstein was once traveling from Princeton on a train when the conductor came down the aisle, punching the tickets of every passenger. When he came to Einstein, Einstein reached in his vest pocket. He couldn't find his ticket, so he reached in his other pocket. It wasn't there, so he looked in his briefcase but couldn't find it. Then he looked in the seat by him. He couldn't find it.
 
The conductor said, "Dr. Einstein, I know who you are. We all know who you are. I'm sure you bought a ticket. Don't worry about it." Einstein nodded appreciatively. The conductor continued down the aisle punching tickets. As he was ready to move to the next car, he turned around and saw the great physicist down on his hands and knees looking under his seat for his ticket.
 
The conductor rushed back & said, "Dr. Einstein, Dr. Einstein, don't worry, I know who you are. No problem. You don't need a ticket. I'm sure you bought one." Einstein looked at him and said, "Young man, I too, know who I am. What I don't know is where I'm going.'" 
 
Having said that Billy Graham continued, "See the suit I'm wearing? It's a brand new suit. My wife, my children, and my grandchildren are telling me I've gotten a little slovenly in my old age. I used to be a bit more fastidious. So I went out and bought a new suit for this luncheon and one more occasion. You know what that occasion is? This is the suit in which I'll be buried. But when you hear I'm dead, I don't want you to immediately remember the suit I'm wearing. I want you to remember this:
 

I not only know who I am, . . . I also know where I'm going!”

Do you know where you are going if Jesus comes again today? Are you sure?
