WHEN WILL MESSIAH COME?

Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18, 22-23
By Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


The people who lived prior to the New Testament days were looking for the coming of Messiah. His coming was a continuing topic of discussion among the religious leaders. His coming was a continuous cause for hope among the common folk. The prophecy of His coming spanned nearly the entire existence of man. Those prophecies were clearly given and well documented. Yet, the people did not fully understand these prophecies. They expected two separate persons based upon the OT prophecies. One was to be a great political and military deliverer; the other was to be a suffering servant. In actuality, both sets of prophecies referred to one person.  


Today, I want us to think primarily about the timing of Messiah's coming. Let us consider the announcement, the anticipation, and the appointment of His coming. 

I.   THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS COMING (PROPHECY)


1.   Messiah would be born of a woman who was a virgin (cf. our text & Matt. 1:18, 23).


2.   Messiah would be a descendent of Abraham (cf. Genesis 12:3 and Acts 3:25).


3.   Messiah would be from the tribe of Judah (cf. Genesis 49:10 and Luke 3:33).


4.   Messiah would be heir to the throne of David (cf. Isaiah 9:7 and Matthew 1:1, 6).


5.   Messiah would be born in Bethlehem Ephrathah (cf. Micah 5:2 and Matthew 2:1).

The announcement of Messiah's coming was clearly presented in the OT Scriptures. These and many other prophecies give specific details concerning His coming.

II.  THE ANTICIPATION OF HIS COMING (INCONSISTENCY)


1.   Anticipation increased in difficult times, especially when experiencing oppression.


2.   Anticipation decreased in times of prosperity, since no need for a deliverer existed.


3.   During the exile, anticipation increased, then decreased and almost disappeared, as 


the people lost hope.


Nevertheless, when the Passover was observed, the service always ended with these



words: "Next year in Jerusalem." This was a Messianic hope!

Even in the midst of changing circumstances, some never gave up the hoped for coming of Messiah. The remnant, as they are sometimes called, continued to look for His coming.

III. THE APPOINTMENT OF HIS COMING (GOD'S TIMING)


1.   The OT described this time in a prophetic message (see Daniel 9:25).


2.   The NT described this time as "when the time had fully come" (Galatians 4:4).

 

What does this mean? We can understand this timeliness in the following ways:



(1) There was a universal peace (Pax Romana).



(2) There was a universal language (Greek).



(3) There was a universal travel (Roman roads).



(4) There was a universal hunger (religious searching).

The appointed time for Messiah's coming was foreseen by Daniel and occurred when the time was fully right. The time was just right for the spreading of the Good News.  

CONCLUSION


When Jesus came, the world would not accept Him (because He was not a military deliverer). Rather, the world rejected Him (because He was a Suffering Servant). The world chose to crucify Him. Was God’s timing wrong? No! After Jesus arose from the grave, the disciples evangelised the world!


God's timing is always right. Man's timing is always now—always impatient. But we must learn from the birth of Christ that God's timing is always right. He knows what is best. He wants what is best. He will give us what is best—if we will wait patiently for Him. (Illustration of a Fisherman—Jim McClain) Similarly, the Psalmist said (37:7), "Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him." Wait for God’s timing in your life!

