THE MAGIC OF THE TOUCH

Mark 5:21-29, 34, 38-42

By Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


A few years ago, I saw the movie Aladdin. It was fascinating, of course. The magic lamp! The magic touch! The miracle! Yes, there is magic in the touch! If you do not believe that, just watch a young couple walking at night in a park. There IS magic in the touch. That touch seems to transform two people into one—into oneness—for a few magical moments.


And, yet, nothing is quite as magical as the touch of Jesus! 

I. JESUS DESIRES TO TOUCH US! (vv. 21-23, 41-42)

1. The Story of the Young Girl (Jairus’ Daughter)

(1) The little girl was dying.

(2) Jairus wanted Jesus to come and touch his daughter so she would be healed.

(3) Jesus went with him, but the daughter died while they were coming.

(4) When they arrived, Jesus took her by the hand and she came back to life.

We are like that little girl, dying in our sinfulness, needing the touch of Jesus! If He does not touch our lives, we will surely die! 

2. The Application of the Story

(1) He wants to give us life (to save our souls).

(2) He wants to bear our burdens.

(3) He wants to ease our pain and heal our brokenness.

(4) He wants to restore our/His joy.

Yes, Jesus desires to touch you—to heal your soul, to make you whole. BUT . . . 
II. DO YOU DESIRE TO TOUCH JESUS? (vv. 25-29)

1. The Story of the Older Woman

(1) She had a bleeding problem for 12 years.

(2) Many physicians had treated her, but they only added to her suffering.

(3) Instead of getting better, she became worse—and had spent all of her money.

(4) Hearing about Jesus, she thought, “If I just touch His clothes, I will be healed.” 

She did and she was! When she came to Jesus, she was desperate for His healing touch. And Jesus did not disappoint her. She reached out to Jesus, and she was healed. Her life was changed forever!

2. The Application of the Story

(1) Like this woman, are you tired of carrying your own burdens?

(2) Like this woman, are you tired of trying the world’s remedies?

(3) Like this woman, are you tired of giving everything and receiving nothing?

(4) Like this woman, are you tired of getting worse instead of better?

Like this woman, reach out to Jesus. The Scriptures teach clearly that He is reaching out to you. He is the only hope for your life to be healed spiritually.




“A woman tried many physicians




Yet grew worse, so to Jesus she came.




And when that crowd tried to restrain her,




She whispered these words through her pain:




Touching Jesus is all that matters,




And your life will never be the same.




There is only one way to touch Him:




Just believe when you call on His name.”
CONCLUSION


Here is the key to these two interrelated stories: If you do not desire to touch Jesus, He will not be able to touch you. Today, Jesus is passing by this way. Will you reach out and touch Him? There’s magic in that touch! Come on! Reach out to Jesus—NOW!

