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INTRODUCTION


The birth of Jesus was foretold in the Garden of Eden in the writings of Moses. It was foretold in the historical books. It was foretold in the prophetic books. It was foretold in the poetic books. Thus, all parts of the Old Testament foretell the Coming of Messiah. 


Then, in the fullness of time, when everything was just right, God sent the angel Gabriel to visit a young woman named Mary. Six months earlier, Gabriel had visited Zacharias, John the Baptist’s father. Elizabeth, the wife of Zacharias and mother of John, is Mary’s aunt. Let us look at the prophecy concerning the birth of Jesus in our text.

I. THE ANGEL’S GREETING TO MARY

1. Startling Words

(1) “You are highly favored.”

(2) “The Lord is with you.”

2. Soothing Words

(1) “Do not be afraid.”

(2) “You have found favor with God.”

3. Shocking Words

(1) “You will be with child and give birth to a son [Jesus].”

(2) “He will be great and be called the Son of the Most High;…his kingdom will never end.”

4. Surprising Words

(1) “The holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.”

(2) Your Aunt Elizabeth “is going to have a child in her old age.” 

“Nothing is impossible with God!” Nothing is impossible with God! Nothing is impossible with God! Nothing is impossible with God! NOTHING!!! And Mary’s response was, “I am the Lord’s servant. May it be to me as you have said.”

II. THE AUNT’S GREETING TO MARY

1. Startling Words

(1) You are the most blessed among all women.

(2) You are a blessing to all women.

2. Soothing Words

(1) Your child will be blessed.

(2) Your child will bless you.

3. Shocking Words

(1) You are “the mother of my Lord.”

(2) Your voice caused “the baby in my womb” to leap “for joy.” 

4. Surprising Words

(1) You are blessed because you have believed “what the Lord has said.”

(2) You are blessed because you believe the Lord will do what He has said.

And Mary responded, “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” In this time of great stress, Mary glorifies God and rejoices!

CONCLUSION


Jesus was about to be born. The time was rapidly approaching. Angels were practicing their choruses. Shepherds were rehearsing for the first Christmas story. The stars were about to give birth to a new and brighter star. Wise men in the East were busy preparing gifts for the King of Kings. They all believed that “nothing is impossible with God.”


It is nearing the time to celebrate the birthday of the Son of God! Will you glorify the Lord? Will your spirit rejoice? How will you celebrate the birthday of Jesus?
