“Believing Is Seeing!”

2 Kings 6:13-17

By Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


Some people believe that “Seeing is believing.” Thomas, one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, subscribed to that view when he said, “Unless I see . . . I will not believe it” (John 20:25). Like Thomas, many believers have little faith. They have little confidence in their relationship with God and in God’s love for them. They doubt that God cares about them when bad things happen, or when things go wrong. Such people walk by sight, not by faith. 


In our text, Elisha’s servant learns that “Believing is seeing!” Let us examine the text.

I. SEEING MAY ACTUALLY HINDER BELIEVING.

1. The servant’s eyes saw only cause for alarm.
(1) He saw an army and many chariots surrounding the house.

(2) He became fearful because of what he saw.

(3) He cried out in alarm because of what he saw.

2. The servant’s eyes hindered his faith in God.

(1) Seeing the enemy, he never considered God’s presence.

(2) Seeing the enemy, he never considered God’s loving concern for him.

(3) Seeing the enemy, he never considered God’s power to deliver.

3. The servant’s eyes failed to see what only eyes of faith can see.

(1) His eyes were blinded by the cares of the world.

(2) His eyes were blinded by the things of the world.

(3) His eyes were blinded by the people in this world.

Indeed, seeing is NOT believing!” Rather, seeing actually hindered believing!
II. BELIEVING WILL ACTUALLY CAUSE SEEING.

1. Elisha’s believing caused him to see what the servant could not see.

(1) His eyes of faith could see the presence of the army of God.

(2) His eyes of faith could see the salvation of God.

(3) His eyes of faith could see horses and chariots of fire all around himself.

2. Elisha’s believing caused him to pray for his servant to be able to see with faith.

(1) We need people with faith to care that we do not see with eyes of faith.

(2) We need people with faith to pray that we may have our eyes of faith opened. 

(3) We need people with faith to teach us and show us how to have eyes of faith.

3. Elisha’s believing caused the servant to see with eyes of faith.

(1) “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective” (James 5:16).

(2) The example of a righteous person helps a weaker brother to grow in faith.

(3) The training of a righteous person helps develop eyes of faith.

Now, I hope you see the truth: Seeing is not believing; rather, believing is seeing! Believing opens up a world that the worldly person cannot see. Do you see?
CONCLUSION


What we need is to open our eyes of faith so that we can see what Elisha saw. We need to be able to believe in the presence of Almighty God, regardless of how bad circumstances may appear to the human eye. We need to be able to believe in the loving concern of our Heavenly Father, even when He is nowhere to be found by the human eye. We need to be able to believe in the salvation of God, even when it appears that evil has won. 


Following our text, Elisha prayed and the eyes of the enemies of God were all blinded. Their physical eyes matched their spiritual eyes. They did not see (believe in) God. 


Illustration: A little boy was walking home from Bible Class. . . .


How about you? Do you see because you believe? Or are you blind because you see through human eyes? I pray today that you will see clearly God’s love for you and commit your life to Him.

 “Only believe. Only believe. All things are possible. Only Believe.” (2X)

