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INTRODUCTION


We are all involved in a war between Satan and God, and we shall all eventually die. There are two destinies awaiting us at death. Some of us will go to Heaven to live forever with God. Others will go to hell to live forever with Satan. Of course, the choice of destinies is based solely upon what we do with Jesus in this life. If we repent of our sin nature and trust in Jesus’ death on the cross for our sins, then our names shall be written in the Lamb’s Book of Life; and we shall live forever in Heaven. Without Christ, there is only a hell to face.


Today, let us think about the second of these two destinies: hell.

I.
THE HELLISH LIFE: THE MADDENING WINE OF ADULTERIES (14:8-11)

1. Many are involved in adulterous relationships.

(1) There are relationships with the world order (power, position, possessions).

(2) There are relationships with the worldly minded.

2. Many are involved in adulterous religions (joining non-Christian religions).

(1) There is the madness of the adulteries of Babylon—cf. Birthplace of Islam.

(2) There is the madness of the Beast and his Image—cf. Buddhism and statues.

(3) There is the madness of the mark on the forehead and hand—cf. the Hindu 

eye of Shiva.


Such adulterous actions are the result of conscious choices. We choose to follow the world and world religions, oftentimes influenced by heredity and environment. But we are responsible for our choices. If we choose to live a hellish lifestyle, we have no one to blame but ourselves.

II. THE HELLISH COST: THE UNDILUTED WINE OF GOD’S FURY (20:11-15)

1.   There will be a judgment (of those who die without Christ).

(1) There will be opened books—a record of their actions (20:12).

(2) There will be another opened book—the Lamb’s Book of Life (20:12). 

This book contains the names of all believers. Those persons whose names are not in it will be “thrown into the lake of fire,” which is “the second death.” Thus, we have a saying: “Born once (physically), die twice (physically and spiritually). Born twice (physically and spiritually), die once (physically).”

2.   There will be an unending torment (no rest day or night).

 
(1) There will be burning sulfur (14:10).


(2) There will be a haunting sight of Heaven—cf. Rich Man & Lazarus (Luke 16).


(3) There will be gnawing worms—both external and internal (see Mark 9:48).

This pain, this torment, goes on for all eternity. There is no rest, no break time. It is endless. Those folk who choose to live without Christ in this life will NOT be forced to live with Him throughout eternity. Their choice here controls their destiny there. Hell will be their home—by their own choice. God sends no one to hell! People choose it!

CONCLUSION


What do you have to do to go to hell? Absolutely nothing! Just assume that being the child of Christian parents is enough! Just assume that going to church all of your life is enough! Just assume that being a good person is enough! Do nothing and you choose to go to hell! Why? Jesus said very clearly and very forcefully, “I am the way . . .” (John 14:6). He did not say “A way,” but “THE way.” He added, “No one comes to the Father except through me.” So, if you want to go to hell, do nothing. But, if you want to escape hell and go to Heaven, you must come through Jesus Christ. Thus, Jesus said, “I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me were thieves and robbers, . . . I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved” (John 10:7-9). Jesus is the ONLY way; blessed be the name of the Lord!


Illustration: Hospital Waiting Room and death of an unbeliever

