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INTRODUCTION


About 35 years ago (in 1977), I first preached on this passage. The week before I preached on the lively hope, I had seen my first computerized game of baseball. I was so taken with this marvelous development that I preached on this passage and predicted some of the wonderful things that would likely happen. I will talk about those predictions in a few moments. We live in a world that is changing by the day, not by the decade! Friends, it is a wonderful time to be alive! I get excited when I think of all the wonderful technological and medical advances that we have made. Truly, our world offers us a potentially wonderful future, but God offers us something far better—a lively hope!

I.
SOME PREDICTIONS FROM THE PAST

1.
Jules Verne offered his view of the future in his novels nearly 150 years ago.
(1) He wrote about fighting battles in flying machines—WWI.

(2) He wrote about man going to the bottom of the ocean—submarines.

(3) He wrote about man going to the moon—astronauts in the 1970s.

People scoffed and laughed at his foolish ideas, but… we know the reality!

2.
In 1977, I predicted the following things to happen by the year 2000.
(1) I expected passengers to fly in space. However, it costs a million dollars.
(2) I expected robots to turn on and off our 3-D TVs.
(3) I expected a radically different transit system in which we would not need to drive our own car. The road and computers would do that for us! Not yet!
My church members probably thought I was crazy at the time, but....

II.
SOME PREDICTIONS FOR THE NEXT FEW YEARS

1. We will be able to put on a helmet that functions much like an Imax Theater.

2. We will wear a belt computer, & the monitor will be like the lens on our glasses.

3. We will be able to fly to the USA in 3 hours & around the world in half a day.

4. We will be able to grow our own body parts; transplants will be a thing of the past.

I foresee all of these things happening in the next 10-15 years; some will take less.
III.
WITH ALL OF THESE POSSIBILITIES, THERE IS ANOTHER!
1. With this increased potential for good, there is also increased potential for evil!

2. The technology that can be used to create can also be used to destroy!

Thus, I raise a profound question: Will we create a better world or destroy the one God has given us? Man has always been schizophrenic—both creative & destructive.
IV.
GOD OFFERS US HIS PROMISE: NOT JUST A PREDICTION!

1. God gives us cause for hope: the happy anticipation of good, not evil.

2. God gives us a hope that is sure: a lively hope—one that already exists.
3. God offers us a hope that is wonderful: hope based upon Christ’s resurrection.

4. God offers us a hope that is secure: hope that gives stability to our unstable world.

CONCLUSION


Life without Christ is life without hope! Life is uncertain and unstable! Without Christ in our life, we are like a person putting a 500-piece puzzle together in which everyone in the puzzle is looking to the center. Then, when you get to the end, you discover the center piece is missing, and you are left wondering what it was that everyone was looking at. You see no meaning to the puzzle since the middle piece is missing. Similarly, without Christ at the center of your life, life has no meaning! It remains confusing. With Christ, life has hope!

“Without Him, I could do nothing; Without Him, I’d surely fail;

Without Him, I would be drifting Like a ship without a sail.

Jesus, O Jesus! Do you know Him today? Do not turn Him away.

O, Jesus! O, Jesus! Without Him, how lost I would be!”
