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INTRODUCTION


I believe the Day of Pentecost can serve as a great reminder of the need God’s People have for a Spirit-led revival to come down from Heaven and purify the Church. We need times of refreshing when God’s Holy Spirit can refill us with love and renewed commitment to doing His Will in our lives. Our text for today describes the role we must play to make it possible for revival to occur and the role that God will then play to make that revival a reality.
I.
CRITERIA FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO COME
1.
Our Part

(1)
We must all pray in one accord until revival happens (1:14, 2:1).

(2)
We must expect revival to come down from Heaven (2:2).

2.
God’s Part
(1)
God’s Holy Spirit comes to fill the place where we are (2:2).

(2)
God’s Holy Spirit comes to fill all believers praying for revival (2:2-3).

We have our part to play, which requires our preparing to receive the Holy Spirit in power; otherwise, there can be no revival!

II.
CRITERIA FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO CONVICT

1. Our Part: We are to proclaim the Gospel so that all can understand (2.5-36).

2. God’s Part: The Holy Spirit is sent to convict all of their need to repent (2:37).

As the Gospel is proclaimed, God’s People repent and experience the fire of revival. Then, they are empowered for witness, and unbelievers receive the Good News and are convicted of their need for repentance as well.

III.
CRITERIA FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO CONVERT (THE SINNER)

1. Our Part: We must give a clear invitation to give their lives to Christ (2:38).

2. God’s Part: God will then call out the called—here, 3,000 are saved (2:51).

God’s People need to share the Good News, then give an invitation for unbelievers to receive Jesus as Savior and Lord. In so doing, we set the stage for God to do His part in drawing the lost to Himself through the powerful work of the Holy Spirit.

CONCLUSION


When there is a Holy Spirit revival among the People of God, then we can see the power of God breaking out among unbelievers as God draws out His own from the world. The result of such a great awakening will be that God’s People will continue to be in the same spirit and attitude of revival for some time to come (2:42-47). I want to remind you that, for revival to occur, we have a role to play before God can do His part in sending His Holy Spirit to renew us and restore us to our first love.
“Set my soul afire, Lord; set my soul afire.
Make my life a witness of Thy saving pow’r.

Millions grope in darkness, waiting for Thy Word;

Set my soul afire, Lord; set my soul afire.”

