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INTRODUCTION


Children’s Day and Parent’s Day come close together on our calendar here in Korea. These days are days that should emphasize relationship above all else. I have chosen a lengthy text for today’s sermon to show various relationships that are crucial to establishing and maintaining healthy homes. If we are to have homes that are different from and better than those of worldly-minded people, we must learn to maximize these relationships.

I.
RELATIONSHIPS OF HUSBAND AND WIFE
1.
The wife must voluntarily submit to the authority of the husband (5:22-24, 33b).
2.
The husband must love his wife as he loves himself (5:25, 33a).

The relationship of husband and wife must reflect biblical principles for establishing a home. In so doing, we show right relationship, which involves loving respect, so that we are more likely to give proper love and teaching to our children.

II.
RELATIONSHIP OF CHILDREN TO PARENTS
1. Children are to obey their parents in the Lord (6:1).

2. Children are to honor their parents in the Lord (6:2).

Children are to honor and obey their parents out of love and respect. As children mature, they come to understand that their parents are not God-like, but human in all aspects of their being. They make mistakes and need to be forgiven. This obeying and honoring is required of children as long as their parents are Christian in expectations.

III.
RELATIONSHIPS OF PARENTS TO CHILDREN
1. Fathers are to patiently train up and instruct their children (6:4).

2. Mothers are to remain at home with and love their children (Titus 2:3-5).

Fathers are to encourage children as they teach them the ways of God. Older women are to teach younger women how to kindly care for their children and husbands.
IV.
RELATIONSHIPS OF EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES

1. Employees are to give their best service at all times, for God is watching (6:1-8).
2. Employers are to show no partiality toward any employee, for God does not (6:9).

Both employers and employees are to model Christian love and respect for each other. As we do this, we are teaching our children how they should relate to other people.

V.
RELATIONSHIP OF ALL TO GOD

1.
God sees and knows all that we do and will reward us accordingly (6:8).

2.
How we relate to others will affect our relationship with God (6:7-9).

All of us live in front of God. We cannot hide from Him our relationships with others. He sees all. The same can nearly be said of our children. We cannot hide our real nature from them. Thus, we need to make sure that we set a good, a Godly example before them so that we can instruct them properly in the ways of righteousness.

CONCLUSION


I find it significant that Paul includes a discussion of all of these relational matters in one section. In so doing, I believe he is emphasizing the interrelationship of all of our relationships. If we are to make a lasting, positive spiritual impact upon our children, we must be careful to rightly relate to all with whom we come in contact. Otherwise, we will not be teaching and training our children in the way they should go. Loving, kind parents insure that they teach children to be loving and kind. We must live what we teach! Our Christian homes must be different from and better than the homes of secular people. How are you doing?
“God, give us Christian homes! Homes where the Bible is loved and taught,

Homes where the Master’s will is sought, Homes crowned with beauty thy love hath wrought;

God, give us Christian homes; God, give us Christian homes.”
